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ABSTRACT 
The History of Intercollegiate Wrestling 
at Utah State University 
by 
Delwin Wayne McCrary, Master of Science 
Utah State University, 1967 
Major Professor: Lincoln McCle ll an 
Department: Physical Education 
This study presents a historical account of intercollegiate 
wrestling at Utah State University, from its introduction into the 
athletic program in 1921 until the schoo l year of 1966. Data were 
gather ed by use of historical r esearc h methods and personal interviews. 
The intercollegiate ';restling program at Utah State University 
has shown steady growth and development since its introduction in 
1922. The primary motivating force behind the wrestling program was 
George "Doc" Nelson . 
The expanding of all phases of collegiate athletics has necessitated 
a more complex program. Wrestling at U.S.U. has followed this national 
trend in program development and has in the past two years gained 
national recognition. 
(115 pages) 
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INTRODUCTION 
Wrestling is a fundamental activity that man has engaged in as 
far back as kn own records exist . It is found in various fo rms in all 
the cultur es of man. Wres tlin g ha s a l ong and honorable history. 
It has a tradition of fair play and sportsmanship that can be traced 
through the centuries (18). This sport wi th its old and r emarkable 
history, which from time immemorial has satisfied man's des ire fo r com -
parison of athletic abilities, is r a pidly becoming one of the fo r emost 
act i vities in the s port pr ogram s of many educationa !institutions. 
The colleges and univer s ities of the Uni t ed States had wre stling 
in their s ports culture f or more than a century before it fina lly 
developed to the point of intercollegiate competition in the f ir s t 
decade of the Twentieth Century (4 ). Utah State University is one 
of the universities that s tart ed intercollegiate wrestling in the early 
years of t he Twent i e t h Century. The spor t was first formally sponsored 
by Utah State University in 192 2 . Since then, it has gained popularity 
and s uccess as an intricately involved part of the intercollegiate 
athletic program at Utah State University . 
There ap pears to be a scarc ity of comprehensive literature avail -
able concerning intercollegiate wres tling at Utah State University, 
but the growth and prominence that wr es tl i ng has attained has created 
a desir e among interested individual s t o know more about this sport 
and its history. 
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The probl em 
Statement of the pr oblem. The purpose of this s tud y is to present 
a historical account of intercollegiate wrestl ing at Utah State Univer -
sity, f r om the time of it s introduction into the athle tic program until 
the present. 
Importance of the study. The va lues of this study are to: (l) 
provi de an accurate account of intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State 
University; (2) provide fact ual information to help fill vacancies that 
now exis t in the scatte r ed sources concerning wrestling at Utah State 
University; (3) serve as a reference source fo r future r esearch about 
intercollegiate wrest l ing at Ut ah State Universi t y ; (4) bring the impor -
tant facts about the program together in one vo lume; (5) give an account 
of an interesting history; (6) furnish a guide for future program plan-
ning. 
Limitations of the s tudy . On l y the in t erco llegiate wrestling pro-
gram at Utah State University will be covered by this study and oth e r 
phases of the athletic or phys ical education pr ograms, sponsor ed by the 
school or the coach, will be mentioned only a s they relate to the inter-
collegiate wrestling program. 
Procedure and methods of research 
used in this study 
The data for this study were gather ed through both the pe rs onal-
i nt erv iew and historical resear ch me thods . Personal inte rv i ews con-
cerning intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State University were conduc-
t ed by the writer with present and past wrestling coaches and athletic 
direc tor s at Utah State University . The names of t hese individuals are 
shown in Tab l e l. 
3 
Table 1. Coaches and ath letic directors at Utah State University 
Year Wrestling coach Ath l etic director 
1921-1949 George Nelson E. L. Romney 
1950-1952 George Nelson Joe Whitesides 
1952-1955 George Nelson John 0. Roning 
1956-1959 George Nelson H. B. Hunsaker 
1959-1960 Harlan Swanson H. B. Hunsaker 
1960-1962 Frank Williams H. B. Hunsaker 
1963-1964 Tom Ramage H. B. Hunsaker 
1964-1 965 Tom Ramage Frank Williams 
1965-1966 Delwin McCrary Frank lvilliams 
Interviews with the above persons, with the exception of Joe 
Whitesides and John 0. Roning, were held after the writer had reviewed 
all exi s ting primary sources at the Utah State University campus . This 
included reading and cataloging the pertinent information from all 
existing past issues of the Student Life, the student newspaper at Utah 
State University, the Buzzer yearbook, the Utah State University Annual, 
and microfilms of the Herald Journal, the local newspaper that is pub-
lished in Logan, Utah. The reviewing of these primary sources covered 
the years from 1921 to 1966. Access was gained to these, as far as 
they were complete, at the Utah State University library. The past 
f iscal reports of the university were read t o gain factual informa-
tion about the intercollegiate wrestling program financial s ta tus over 
the same period of years. 
After compiling the in f ormation from this research, interviews 
with th e wrestling coaches and athletic dire ctors, as shown in Table 
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1, were conducted to verify the materials gathere d and to gain a deeper 
concept of the program in the aspects of philosophy, leadership, growth, 
and further factual information concerning the history of wrestling at 
Utah State University . Interviews were also conducted with Nolan "Red" 
Burnett, past assistant wrestling coach and athletic trainer, who is 
currently an instructor in the physical education department at Utah 
State University; Dale Gardner, assistant athletic director to H. B. 
Hunsaker and Frank Williams; Dick Shriber, past Aggie wrestler and 
pre sent professor o f air science at Utah State University; Ralph Maughan, 
head track coach, freshman football coach, and an outstanding past 
letterman in baske tball, football, and track at Utah State University; 
and Mike Carl i sle , equipment manager for the athletic department since 
1956. 
After compiling the data and conducting the personal interviews 
with the pre viou s ly mentioned individuals, the components were gathered 
in the writing of this study . Tables were constructed to give a con-
cise account of the f actual materials and records concerning the wrest-
ling program. These tables are found in the appendix . 
The history of the intercollegiate wrestling program at Utah State 
University was written chronologically in Chapters III, IV, and V of 
this study. This yearly treatment of data is grouped into thr ee eras. 
Chapter III deals with intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State Univer-
sity from its origin in 1922 to 1937. This is the period of time that 
Utah State University was affiliated with the Rocky Mountain Faculty 
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Athletic Conference. Chapter IV is concerned with the intercollegiate 
wrestling program from 1938 to 1962. This is the period of time that 
Utah State University was a member of the Mountain States Intercollegi-
ate Athletic Conference, also known as the Skyline Conference. Chapter 
V is written about the history of the intercollegiate wrestling program 
while Utah State University has not been a member of any collegiate 
athletic conference. This covers the time period from 1963 to the 
present. 
Athletic conference affiliations 
of Utah State University 
This university was the seventh of ten schools that formed the 
Rocky Mountain Faculty Athletic Conference. The forerunner of this 
conference was the Colorado Faculty Athletic Conference, organized on 
January 30, 1909. This conference included the University of Colorado, 
Colorado College, and Colorado State Agricultural College. Colorado 
School of Mines joined the conference in November of 1909. The Univer-
sity of Utah was admitted on March 26, 1910, and Denver University in 
May of the same year. On May 7, 1910, the conference name was changed 
to Rocky Mountain Faculty Athletic Conference (16). Utah State Agri-
cultural College was admitted to the conference in February of 1914. 
Montana State College joined the conference in January, 1917, and Brigham 
Young University in January, 1918. The University of Wyoming was 
accepted into the conference in January, 1921. Western State College 
and Colorado State College of Education entered the conference in 1924. 
The previously mentioned institutions maintained uninterrupted member-
ship from the time of their admissions to the conference until December 
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of 1937 (20) . 
Seven schools withdrew from Rocky Mountain Faculty Athletic Con-
ference on December l, 1937. These seven ins titutions formed a new 
conference titled the Mountain States Athletic Conference . The seven 
resigning schools were: University of Colorado , Colorado Agr icultural 
and Mechan ica l College , Brigham Young University, Denver Un iversity, 
Utah State Agricultural College, University of Utah, and the University 
of Wyoming. Colorado Universi t y withd rew from the conference in May, 
1947. Montana State University and New Mexico Universit y we r e admitted 
to the conference in June, 1950. Thi s gave the conference ei ght members 
and these institutions con t inued their membersh ip in the conference until 
its disbandment in 1962 ( 20). 
Uta h State Univer s ity became an i nd e pendent university affi liated 
with no a thletic confere nce at the di scontinuance of the Mountain States 
Athletic Conference in 1962. The intercollegiate wrestling program 
at Utah State Unive r sity has since that time until the present affi lia-
ted with the Mountain States Independent Wrestling Assoc iation for 
N.C.A.A. tou r nament qualification pur poses , bu t has yearly compiled an 
independen t dual mee t schedule. 
Def inition of terms used 
To clarify the terms of this study , the fo l l owing de finitions are 
used: 
Athle tic Director. This t erm refers t o the head of the University 
Athletic Department, who was appointed for and concerned wi th , the 
executi on of laws, conduct, and administration of th e various affair s 
of the University Athletic De partment. 
Athletic Departments. As used in this study, athletic departments 
refers to the various universities' intercollegiate athletic departments, 
and Utah State University in particular, whose general objectives are 
the protection of the athletic interests of the school, promotion and 
regulation of amateur athletic contests, and greater uniformity in all 
athletic regulations . 
Wrestling. A form of sport in which the opponents compete or 
struggle hand to hand, attempting to do one of two things: (1) throw 
by force the opponent to the ground without striking a blow, (2) hold 
the opponent to the ground while attempting to force his back to the 
ground . Wrestling may also be referred to as grappling. 
Intercollegiate Wrestling. This refers to wrestling matches 
or meets conducted by two or more colleges or universities. 
Wrestling Tournament. A tourname nt is a contest involving a 
large number of contestants whereby individual and team championships 
are determined . 
Match. As referred to in this study , it is the actual contest 
engaged in by two wrestlers. 
Dual Meet. This is a wrestling contest between two schools. 
Wrestler . One involved in a wrestling match , also referred to as 
grappler or mat man. Plural, wrestlers may be given as mat men, 
grapplers, or wres tling team . 
Western Division Tournament. This term refers to the Wes tern 
Division of the Rocky Mountain Faculty Conference wrestling tournament 
from the year 1922 until 1937. Starting in 1938 and continuing through 
the school year 1943, this term shall refer to the Western Division of 
the Mountain States Athletic Conference wrestling tournament. 
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HISTORICAL AND RELATED MATERIAL 
An ancient s port 
Wrestling is one of the oldest forms of combat of which there is 
any record and dates back to the ear liest known civilizations. This 
ancient sport has a history that is rich and colorful. The art of 
grappling wi th foes, whether human or animal, goes back t o antiquity 
and was honored from the first years of civilization down t o the pre -
sent . Participants in the times of ancient Greece and Rome, and for 
centuries after, were respected and admired people (22). Most nations, 
ancient and modern, have had their wrestlers . Wrestling, along with 
running and jumping, i s the most natural form of sport because the 
activity requires no special equipment and provides a zestful method of 
building muscles and developing healthy bodies (18). 
Greek legend ascribes the invention of wres tling to Thesus. Homer 
described wrestling qu ite extensively in the lliad. Hany of the holds 
that Homer described were similar to those drawings found in ancient 
Egyptian tombs (19). Historians have es timated Egyptian monuments con-
taining figures locked in wrestling combat to be over 5,000 years old. 
The tomb of Beni Hassen, built in 2 ,500 B.C., provides recorded evidence 
of the sport . Host of the modern wrestling holds known to man are found 
engraved upon these walls (18). 
Wrestling was introduced into the Olympic Games as part of the 
pentathlon about 708 B.C. and in this early form of wrestling the 
wres tler attempted to throw his opponent to the ground while remaining 
on his feet (9). 
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The ancient J ews were wrestling enthusiasts. Historians traced 
the sport among the Jews to the Sumerian era of 5,000 years ago. Down 
through the ages and well into the Christian Era the Jews produced many 
wrestlers. A champion at wrestling was ranked as the most remarkable 
athlete of the Jewish race (11). The Bible makes mention of this sport 
in various places. The following quote is found in the book of Genesis 
(14). "And Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until the 
break of the day . " Both Paul and Rachel used the word "wrestling" in 
a metaphorical sense, which illustrates that the sport was very common, 
as only very common words are used metaphorically. As an example, Paul 
(25, p. 1201) stated: "For we wrestle not against the flesh and 
blood .... " This clearly shows the importance that wrestling played 
in Biblical times. 
Japan leads the Asiatic countries in their interest shown in 
wrestling . The first recorded match took place in 23 B.C. and the winner 
of that first bout, Sukuni, is now the God of the Japanese wrestlers. 
In 858 A.D., two sons of the Emperor Buntoku wrestled for the throne. 
Koneshito won and instituted Sumo, the form of wrestling used as 
Japan's national sport (1) . Contrary to the western method of reducing 
~veight to reach a particular class, the Japanese in the practicing of 
Sumo wrestling do everything in their power to put on weight for the 
matches (23) . About 1,600 A.D., the Japanese introduced a form of trick 
wrestling called Jiu Jitsu. It supposedly originated with their fight-
ing men . This type of wrestling is dangerous as most of the holds are 
devised to throw the opponent off equilibrium and to incapacitate him. 
England, to whom we owe much of our wrestling heritage, had by 
the 19th century developed three distinct styles of wrestling. One of 
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these was the Cuberland or Westmoreland style, wh ich was s i milar to the 
early Olympic form of wrestling. The principle obj ective of this s t yl e 
of wrestling was to make the opponent touch the gr ound with some part 
of his body other than his feet . This style has been the predecessor 
to our modern f r ee sty l e form of wr estling . The second style was the 
Devonshir e or Cornwall; under thes e rules the contestants wore jackets 
on which holds were taken. The obj ect of thi s second s t yle of wres tling 
was to throw the opponent to the gr ound so that he landed on two shoulders 
and a hip or bo th hip s and a shoulder. Th i s landing was known as the 
three poin t fa ll. This method of wrestling was practiced in the Eastern 
Uni t ed Stat es in the 1800' s under the name of s ide hold wrestling (41). 
The third s t yle was the Lancashire, which was the direct a nces t or of 
the catch-as-catch-can wrestling of much popularity on the frontier of 
the United States in the 1800' s . Thi s type of wrestling evo lved to 
the collar a nd e lbow s t yl e and from thi s came our modern co llegia t e 
wres tling (41). A v ictory was declared when both shoudl ers of one 
opponent touch the f l oor at the same time. No kicking or striking 
was allowed and, wi th the exception of strang l e holds and holds that 
may result in dislocation or fracture of a bone or joint, all holds 
are legal. 
On Continental Eur ope the Greco-Roman style, which ha s no connec -
tion with the Greeks or Romans and is primarily a modification by the 
French, is the most popular form of wrestling. It differs from the 
above styl es in that no offensive contact is allowed with the l egs. 
A fal l is gained when both of the opponent's shoulders t ouc h the mat at 
the same time. The emphasis on use of the upper body r equires that a 
successful wrestle r be a man of great streng th above the wa ist. 
Wrestling in the United States prior 
to intercollegiate wres tl ing 
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The earliest or ganized wrestling in the United States had Greco-
Roman rules prevail ing . The average neighborhood wrestler, not caring 
much about s tandard rules, introduced the catch-as -catch-can style, 
which barred nothing but the strang l e ho ld (22) . This r ough form of 
wrestling was polished to the co llar and e lbow style and with this t ype 
of wrestling a series of Vermont farmers, mostly of Irish decent, pro-
ceeded to rule the wrestling world for a period of abou t 100 years . This 
star t ed in the early 1800 ' s and ex t e nded into t he 1900' s (41). 
The Amateur Athletic Union held one of the earliest r ecor ded 
ama t eur wrestling championships in New York City on April 14, 1888 (30). 
Wres tling matches had ex i s t ed on a championsh ip basis long befor e thi s 
in the United States , mostly under the sponsorship of the Police Gazette, 
a prom inent paperback magazine, and various towns loca t ed in the hill s 
of Vermont. These earlier contests , however, had made no distinction 
between amateur and professional in terms of the wrestle r (41). 
The early year s of the present cen tury found the majority of 
wr es tlers coming from the Eastern United States . These wrestlers 
competed unde r the sponsorship of athle tic c lubs and wrestled in the 
style of the Vermont boys, whom at that date no one had been able to 
master in collar and elbow contests . Since that time ther e has been 
a s t eady growth of contestants from all parts of the United State s . 
Intercollegiate wrestling in 
the United States 
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Wrestling exis t ed prior to the 1900's on the campu s of many of the 
major colleges in the United States, but on an intramural or recreational 
basis. It was not until 1900 that the first organized intercollegiate 
wrestling meet was held (5). This contest took place between the 
University of Pennsylvania and Yale (38). In 1903, collegiate wres tling 
was placed on a more stable basis in the Eastern United States when the 
Intercollegiate Wrestling Association was formed . The original members 
of this association were: Yale, Columbia, Princeton, and Pennsylvania 
(4). The fi r st recorded intercollegiate t ournament was held on April 
5, 1905. The four above schools participated in this tournament (11) . 
Bowen stated that once wrestling was es tablished on a collegiate 
basis the sport grew until at th e middle of the 1900 ' s there were 272 
colleges and universities that had had or stil l had intercollegiate 
wrestling as part of their inte rcollegiate athletic program (4) . The 
first National Col legiate Athletic Association Wrestling Championships 
were held at Iowa State College in 1928. There were sixteen colleges 
and universities represented in this initial N.C . A. A. wrestling tourna -
ment. Since that time, thirty-six N.C.A . A. wrestling tournaments have 
been consecutively held, excluding the interruption during World War 
II. In 1966 the thirty-sixth N.C .A. A. wrestling championships were 
he ld at Iowa State University and better than 200 contestants, who had 
qualified in regional and conference tournaments and represented 85 
colleges and universities, competed for three days. Competition was 
held in e l even weights and, at the tournament's end , Oklahoma State 
University was the winner . This school has dominated the national 
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championships since the conception of the N.C.A . A. wrestling champion -
ships . Oklahoma State University has won 25 national team titles, 
which includes the unofficial titles, as there were no official team 
titles awarded in 1928, 1931, 1932, and 1933. 
Intercollegiate wrestling programs 
during World War II 
At the time of the Second World War wrestling wa s, along with most 
other sports, dropped from the college athletic programs in gearing to 
the war effort . This does not mean that wrestling was dormant during 
the war years. It was utilized in the service training programs as a 
means for developing hardened and alert fighters (2). It also proved 
useful as a spectator sport on board ships and in i so lated areas. 
Speidel and Gardner stated: 
Wrestling has many contr ibutions to make t o the 
general run of American youth. • . that cannot be found 
in the two traditional scholastic, vigorour sports, namely , 
football and basketball. First, wrestling gives the small 
boy an opportunity to compete with a lad his own size, on 
an equal footing , it brings a competit i ve sport to a new 
group of boys who may not be interes ted in other types of 
sport activities, and third, it is one of few sports that 
puts an athlete entirely on his own with no help from 
teammates , coaches, or other persons. He wins or loses 
on his own merits and there is no possibi l ity for an 
alibi. This r eal i zation on the part of a compe titor 
definitely makes for sincerity and intense applicati on 
to hi s training and pract ic e schedu l e. Any sport that 
can develop a sincerity of purpose or a determination 
to achieve a se t goal is certain ly of va lue to our 
youth. (35, p . 39) 
This was given in a r eport supporting wrestling as a part of the train-
ing program for men in the armed forces during \vor ld War II, but it 
is as applicable now as it was t hen. 
Related s tudies 
Prior to th is study, a minimum of research has been done on the 
histor y and development of intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State 
University. 
What has been done was part of large r and mo r e general studies. 
"A History of Wrest l ing in th e Mountain States Athle t ic Conference, " 
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a master ' s thes is written at the University of Wyoming in 1954 by 
Robert L. Mason, gives an account of wrestling in the Mountain Stat es 
Athletic Conference from it s fo rmation in 1937 to the schoo l year of 
1954. It contains individual schoo l dual mee t records, l e ttermen lists 
fo r each conference school, and conference tournament results on both 
an individual and team bas i s (20). 
A Doctoral dissertation by Ke ith E . Bowen , wr it ten at the Univer-
sity of Indiana in 1951 , contains a comprehensive hi story of ••res t li ng 
at the college level in the Unit ed States. This d i ssertation includes 
the r ecording of the growth and deve l opmen t of wrestling at the college 
level up t o t he midpo int of the twentieth century, the evolution of the 
intercollegiate wrestling rules, and a de taile d study of every National 
Collegia te Athletic Association wres t ling tournamen t conducted through 
1950 (4) . 
In 1951, Leon M. Reynard wr ote a master ' s thesi s on t he deve l opmen t 
of amateur wrest l ing i n the United States . This s tudy was cited earlier 
in this work concerning the history of wrestling. Reynard ' s thesis 
contained, besides a h i story of amateur wrestling , the National Amateur 
Athletic Union Wrestling Rules, the National Col l eg i ate Athletic Associa-
tion Wrestling Rules, and the National In t erscho las tic At hletic Associa-
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tion Wrestling Rules. The names of the members of the National Collegi-
ate Athletic Association Wrestling Hall of Fame are also listed in this 
thesis (30). 
Other articles have been written on the various phases of wrestling, 
but the previously mentioned investigations seemed to be those most 
r e lated to this study . At this time, no study specifically concer ning 
intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State University has been written. 
INTERCOLLEGIATE WRESTLING AT UTAH STATE 
UNIVERSITY FROM 1921 TO 1937 
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Intercollegiate wrestling has existed at Utah State University 
from 1922, when the first intercollegiate wrestling meet was entered by 
an official Utah State University wrestling squad, until the present 
year. 
This chapter deals with the intercollegiate wrestling program at 
Utah State University while the school was a member institution of the 
Rocky Mountain Faculty Athletic Conference. 
Wrestling began at Utah State Agricultural College at the start 
of what was acknowledged later an an era of rapid innovation and growth 
of collegiate athletics in the United States. There werE a number of 
forces that contributed to this national trend. More young people 
were entering colleges and universities than ever before in the history 
of American education. The United States was riding on a wave of 
economic abundance at the start of the 1920's. World War I, in the 
late teens of the 1900's, had caused the massing of large numbers of 
American youth at various locations over the world. This created a 
need for large recreation programs and many young people had their 
first encounter with a vast array of sport programs. With the financial 
aid available and the interest and desire to compete in athletic programs 
by youth who were coming in a rising tide to the college campuses, the 
only missing ingredient was leadership. This was supplied by many 
people whose names have been recorded today as 11 greats. 11 These were 
the Knute Rockne's, E. C. Gallaher's, and E. L. Romney's. A new con-
cept was born--collegiate athletics became a part of western cultures' 
higher education program. 
Wrestling had its formal introduction at Ut ah State Agricultural 
College when E. L. "Dick" Romney began his career as coach and later 
Athletic Director of Utah State University in 1919 (3) . Romney, in 
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his first season as head coach brought to Utah State Agricultural 
College a strong young man of Norwegian decent, George Nelson . Nelson 
came to the United States at the age of 15 by working for his passage 
aboard a freight ship. Upon arriving in the United States, he had 
worked on the docks in the Pacific Northwest and later as a logger in 
the woods of Oregon and Washington (36). George had taken up the sport 
of wrestling while yet a boy in his native country of Norway and had 
remained active in the sport after his arrival in the United States . 
Romney assigned to Nelson the task of trainer for the athletic teams 
of the university , and while in this position Nelson saw the possibility 
of starting •.res tling as an intercollegiate sport at Utah State Agri-
cultural College . It was from this structure that the intercollegiate 
wrestling program was fostered at the school on the hill in Logan, Utah. 
1921-1922 
The fi r s t step taken by Nelson in building a competitive wrestling 
team was to organize and conduct a physical educa tion wrestling class . 
He held this in the north end of the Smart Gym every afternoon, Monday 
through Friday, and invited all you ng men on campus to take part in the 
class in order to develop a "strong and healthy body" (36). 
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On January 22, 1922, Nelson had arranged for a match with "Toots " 
Mondt, who was titled the Colorado wrestling champion. At this time, 
Nelson held claim to the title of Northern Pacific wrestling champion 
(13). As a preliminary to the main match, Nelson had boys from his 
newly formed wrestling class stage three exhibition matches, after which 
Nelson won the main event by two quick pins over Mandt. For this even-
ing of wrestling, Nelson had brought into the area the former world 
heavyweight wrestling champion, Martin "Farmer" Brown t o referee the 
matches (36) . At the end of the matches, Brown gave a lecture to the 
crowd on the values of wrestling as a sport (13). These matches were 
held in the Logan Auditorium under the sponsorship of the Boy Scout 
Commissioners and the profits went to the Boy Scout fund (13). This 
was an arrangement that existed from this initial meet to the middle 
1930's. It was a fine public relations tool for Nelson to use to 
promote wrestling at the university and a source of revenue for the 
Boy Scout District. 
March 31, 1922, was the date of another Nelson- inspired event (27). 
Nelson had instigated what was billed as a "Championship Athletic Carni-
val" (13). The events were he ld in the Logan Auditorium and consisted 
of boxing and wrestling matches with Nelson acting as referee, and quite 
often , compet itor (13). This Athletic Carnival was open to all young 
men in the area who wished to mix a little leather or finger a collar. 
Nelson had, of course, all members of his co llege wrestling clas~ 
competing in these matches . 
It was this background that lead to Utah State Agricultural 
College's wrestling meet in March of 1922 when Utah State Agricultural 
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College met the University of Idaho. It was the e ighth match of the 
season for t he veteran Idaho squad . The final score was Utah State Agri-
cultural College 22, the University of Idaho 14 (13). Five matches 
were wrestled in this dual meet and Pacific Northwestern Wrestling Rules 
were used. Although the first writing of the Official N.C.A.A. wrest-
ling rules was in 1920, the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
wrestling rules were not formally accepted in most of the collegiate 
wrestling circles until 1927 (17). In the Rocky Mountain area, a 
variety of rules were used until well into the 1930's. 
Later in the year, Utah State Agricultural College traveled to 
Denver, Colorado, for the Rocky Mountain Faculty Athletic Conference 
wrestling tournament. At the tournament's end, the championship was 
shared by two teams, University of Wyoming and Utah State Agricultural 
College . This was a successful conclusion to the first year of inter-
collegiate wrestling at Utah State Agricultural College. 
Utah State Agricultural College in its first year of intercollegiate 
wrestling had expended $289 . 00 and receipted $200.00 in the wrestling 
program. The use of existing boxing mats and equipment purchased by 
team members had minimized the cost of the program, which had started 
in the fall of 1921 when Nelson organized physical education wres tling 
classes and had developed into an intercollegiate varsity program spon-
sored with school funds by the spring of 1922. 
1922-1923 
This was the second year of intercollegiate wrestling at Utah 
State Agricultural College. Nine men stayed on for the sport the entire 
length of the season. The wrestling season started in November when 
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team members met each other in exhibition matches before a contest in 
which George Nelson was one of the main contestants . Much of the inter -
est created in Utah State Agricultural College wrest ling was due to 
Nelson ' s capab ility as a wrestler. 
On November 10, 1922, Nelson met Ira Dern of Salt Lake City in a 
wrestling match at Logan. Dern, at the time, held claim t o the middle-
weight wrestling championship of the world. The bout is best described 
by a Herald Journal reported , "Nelson and Dern grappled for two hours 
in a great contes t. Each won one fall . Dern forced the s tall la s t 
three minutes t o avoid defeat. Nelson throws Dern's seconds from ring 
in third period" (13). 
Nelson me t a young man of motion picture f ame in December of 1922. 
Hac ke ns chmidt had appeared in films as a gladiator and warrior, but a s 
an op ponent of wrestler Ne l son, he didn ' t fare too well . In twenty-
five minutes, Ne lson had s ucc eede d in pinning the younger man twice and 
the match was over . As in the Nelson-Dern match, member s of the Utah 
State Agricultural College wrestling team s taged preliminary wrestling 
matches . 
The Aggi e wrestlers en t e r ed on l y one intercollegiate wrestling 
contest this season . This was the Utah College Wrestling Championships, 
better known by the name "Stat e Championships" (36). The t ournament 
was held at Provo and the foll owing institutions entered teams: Brigham 
Young University, Utah State Agr i cultural College, and the University 
of Utah. Brigham Young Universi t y won the tournament, fo llowed by 
Utah State Agricultural College and the University of Utah in that 
order. 
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There were no letters awarded for wrestling in the 1922 or 1923 
seasons. The primary reason was the lack of intercollegiate competi -
tion engaged in by the team (36). 
1923-1924 
Nelson had his wrestling and boxing classes well into the winter 
practice sessions by January. An article in the school news paper on 
January 23, 1924, stated that the c lasses were hard at work in the 
Smart Gym (36). From these groups Nelson was training and recruiting 
men for the varsity wrestling team. 
Nelson and his varsity squad were setting their sights on the 
State Championships (13). February was the month that Nelson brought 
his wrestling team to the public's attention. A boxing and wrestling 
smoker featuring the Utah State Agricultural College varsity wrestling 
t eam was held in the Smart Gym on February 14, 1924, and a week later 
a similar smoker was staged downtown in the Chamber of Commerce rooms 
(13). 
It was on Ma rch 15, 1924, that the Utah State wrestlers journeyed 
to Caldwell, Idaho, whe r e they met the University of Idaho. Competition 
was he ld in five weights and this initial dual meet of the season fo r 
the Aggies ended in a 8-8 tie. A week later the Utah State Wrestling 
Championships were held at Salt Lake City. Br i gham Young University 
again won the Tournament and Utah State Agricultural College tied with 
the University of Utah for second plac e honors (13 , 36). 
This was the f irst year that official athletic letters were awarded 
fo r wrestling. The criteria for lettering was quite basic . A wrestler 
to earn a letter needed t o win a match at the state tourney or win his 
match in the University of Idaho dual meet. Three men qualified for 
varsity letters in wrestling. They were Willard Knowles, Toby Fife, 
and Victor Terry. 
1924-1925 
Wrestling was off to a fast start in the fall of 1924. Nelson, 
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in the fall quarter, was conducting his physical education class in 
wrestling at the north end of Smart Gym. The equipment was the old 
canvas mats that doubled as the boxing ring floor , but the attendance 
was high. Twenty-six eager, young collegians had enrolled in the 
wrestling class by October (36). From this grou p and from the football 
team, for whom Nelson was trainer, the nucleus of the wrestling team 
was being recruited. 
In December of 1924, it was announced that Montana State College 
had been added to the Western Division of the Rocky Mountain Confer-
ence (13). This made the Western Division take on a larger aspect 
than the pcevious ly held concept of competition within the state. 
During January and February, the prospective varsity grapplers 
were working out daily (36). Nelson told a Student Life reporter 
on February 4, 1924, that this was the greatest number out for the 
wrestling team in the history of the sport at Utah State Agricultural 
College (36) . An event was introduced this season and became a part 
of the total wrestling program at Utah State Agricultural College 
for a number of years to come. This was the wrestling team preliminary 
tryouts . Two men in each weight were chosen to be team members for 
the remainder of the season at this event held in early January (36). 
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In late February, the University of Idaho met the Aggie wres tle r s 
at the Smart Gym on the Utah State campus. This was the first home 
wrestling meet in two years for the Utah State Agricultural College 
t eam. The dual mee t was s tarted with exhi bi t ion boxing matches conduc-
ted on an intramural basis. Stud entbody ac tivi ty cards were good for 
student admission and the general public was charged 75~ per person for 
admission. The final score was Utah State Agricultural College 11, 
University of Idaho 5 (36, 13, 33). 
The first Weste rn Division Tournament of the Rocky Mountain Confer-
e nce was held the first week of Mar ch, 1925. Montana State College 
failed t o ent er a team and in r eal ity the old state tourne y between 
Utah State, Brigham Young, and the University of Utah was reinacted. 
The t ourney was won by Utah Stat e Agricultural College, whil e Uta h 
Unive r si t y finished second, and Brigham Young University third. Ira 
Dern was the referee at the t ourney which was held in Salt Lake City 
(13) . 
The Student Life gave the fo llowing s tatemen t in the March 9, 1925 
issue: "Due to the cost to th e university, the wrestling t eam did not 
attend the confe rence wrestling championships held at the University of 
Wyoming." The article more than likely re fe rred to the cost of trans-
porting , lodging, and feeding the team on the trip , but no clarifica-
tion is give n in the records (36). This concluded the season for the 
Utah Sta te Agricultural College wrestlers. They finished the year 
holding claim t o the mythical state title, which existed more by tradi-
t ion than offic ial acceptance , and first place position in the Western 
Division of the Rocky Mountain Conference. 
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1925-1926 
The season started in earnest in early December when the football 
program was shelved for the year. Many of the wrestlers had been working 
out three days a week as members of Nelson's physical education wrest-
ling class which had been meeting since mid-October (36). 
Nelson was still an active competitor in the ring and on January 
13, 1926, he defeated "Sailor" Jack Lewis, who held the title of 
wrestling champ of the United States Navy. Members of the varsity 
wrestling team staged exhibition matches at the event held in downtown 
Logan (13). 
Wrestling team tryouts were held on Saturday, February 6, 1926, 
and team members were chosen for the trip to Idaho on February 12, 
at which time the Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers would meet 
the University of Idaho mat men in a dual meet at Caldwell, Idaho. 
The score of this meet was Utah State 10 and the University of Idaho 9. 
Four-hundred spectators viewed this contest (13) . 
The Western Division Tournament was held during the second week 
of March. Montana State College participated, but failed to enter a 
full team. Utah State Agricultural College won the team title followed 
by Brigham Young University, Montana State College, and the University 
of Utah, in that order (13, 12, 33, 36, 7). 
1926-1927 
The physical education class in wrestling had failed to draw 
the large numbers that had turned out for the class in the past years . 
It was trailing in the wake of a newly formed cross-country running 
class (36) . 
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The Utah State Agricultural College wrest ling t e am was working 
out in preparation for the upcoming ma t ches by January of 1927 . Two 
dual mee t s were en tered into by the varsity wrestling t eam. One with 
the University of Utah was at the Smart Gym. Utah State Agricu ltural 
College easily beat the Redskins in this dual meet. The second was 
against the University of Idaho and was held at Caldwell, Idah o . The 
Idahoans were the victors in this contes t. 
The Western Division Tournament was won by Utah State Agricultural 
College, fo llowed by Brigham Young University, University of Utah, and 
Montana State Co llege. Newell Pe t erson won the 135 pound conference 
championship at the Rocky Mountain lYr es tling Tournament held at Boulder, 
Colorado. This was the first conference individual weight class title 
won by an Aggie wrestler. The Utah State Agricult~ral Coll ege t e am 
finished out of the running i.n the first year of attendance at a 
con fe r ence t ourney since 192 2 (33). 
1927- 1928 
Student Li fe , the campus newspaper, re~orted that Nelson had issued 
the advic e that all young men interested in trying out for the wres tling 
team should start light workouts and r oad work to build up their l eg s 
(3 6). This counse l was given on October 26, 1927, and by December the 
program was in high gear; there were thirty prospective wrestlers 
e nte ring the wrestling team tryouts (36). 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers met and fell to 
the University of I daho team in the initial dual meet of the season 
held in the Smart Gym. Boxing and tumbling txh ibiti ons by Aggie 
s tud ent s pr e liminaried the matches. 0. Ha ycock, a former Utah State 
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wrestler, was the coach for the Idaho team (13) . Later in February, 
the University of Utah grapplers bested the Aggie matmen in a dual 
meet at Salt Lake City. 
Smart Gym was the location for the Western Division Tournament 
for 1928 . The tourney was held the last week in February and was 
attended by all four institutions of the Western Division. This was 
the first year that Montana State College had fielded a full wrestling 
t eam at the tourney. The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers 
pleased a home crowd by winning the tournament. University of Utah 
and Brigham Young University tied for second place honors and Montana 
State College finished third (33). 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers entered the Inter-
mountain Amateur Athle t ic Union wrestling tournament at Ogden instead 
of attending the conference finals at Greeley, Colorado . The teams 
enteri ng the Intermountain A.A.U. wrestling tournament were: University 
of Idaho, Weber Junior College, Des e r e t Gym, and Utah State Agricultural 
College (33). Both the University of Utah and Brigham Young University 
had sent their wrestling teams to the conference finals which were 
held on the same date as the Intermountain A.A . U. wrestling tourney 
(36) . 
1928-1929 
The school year had just began at Utah Stat e when an article 
appeared in the school newspaper, Student Life , ci t ing Nelson as a 
"Factor in Aggie Athletic Success" (36). Later in the year he was 
named to be an instructor at the annual Utah State Agricultural College 
Spring Coaches Clinic. 
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January of 1929 found twenty-five young men training hard in 
an attempt to earn a position on the varsity wrestling squad. In 
mid-January the American Legion held a smoker in Logan and the Utah 
State varsity wrestling team took part in the program . By the first 
of February, the team had been trimmed and was looking forward to their 
dual meet sched ule. 
The College of Idah o beat the Utah State matmen in the first 
dual meet of the season. Later the same month the Aggie wrestlers 
fe ll victim to the University of Utah squad. In the last week of 
February, the Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers gained their 
only dual meet victory of the season when they defeated the University 
of Idaho, Southern Branch. 
The University of Utah won the Western Divisional title in the 
tournament held at Bozeman, Montana. Mon tana State College finis hed 
second, Utah State Agricultural College third , and Brigham Young 
University f ourth (12). At this tournament, Earl Nishimoto won the 
115 pound title and Dean McAllister the 125 pound title for the Aggie 
mat team. 
The Intermountain A.A.U. wrestling tournament was held in Logan 
on March 22 , and 23 , 1929 . Utah State Agricultural College was the 
only major college in the s tate in attendance, the others being at the 
confer ence wrestling tourney . Utah State Agr icultural College won the 
team title with Aggie wrestlers Dahl e and Nishimoto winning individual 
weight class ti tles in the tournament. 
1929-1930 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers had a fine season . 
They engaged in three dual meets and were victorious in all three, 
winning over Brigham Young University, University of Idaho, Southern 
Branch, and the Universit y of Utah . 
The Western Division tournament was a sad letdown fo r t he Utah 
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State wres t lers as they en t er ed the tournament with three of their 
fi r st string wrestlers injur ed and unabl e to take part in the t ourney 
(3 6). At the t ourne y ' s end , Ut ah Stat e Agricultural Co ll ege wa s in 
fourth pl ace. This was the lowes t Weste rn Div ision finish that a Utah 
Sta te team had posted since the s tart of its wrestling program in 1921. 
The University of Utah won the Western Divisional mat title, fo ll owed 
by Brigham Young Unive r sity, and Montana State Co llege (12) . 
1930-1931 
This was a building year for the Utah State Agricultural College 
wrestling t eam , as only four lettermen wer e returning t o the squad. 
Two dual meets were wr es tled by the vars it y team . Brigham Young 
University and Utah State Agricultural College fought t o a tie and Utah 
State was the vic t or of a dual meet with the Universit y of Utah. 
The Western Division Tournament was held in Provo . Brigham Young 
University won the Western Divisiona l mat title. They wer e followed 
by Utah State Agricultural Coll ege , second place; Unive rsity of Utah , 
third place ; and Montana State, fourth place (13, 33) 
On March 15 and 16, 1931, the Inte rmountain A.A.U. wr est ling 
tournamP.nt was held i n the Smart Gym; again, this was the same date 
as the conference tourney. The Intermoun tain A.A . U. wr es tl ing tourney 
was won by Ut ah Sta t e Agricultural Co llege (33). 
29 
1931-1932 
Coach Nelson started the wrestling practice sessions in early 
November of 1931 and twenty-five young men reported for practice the 
first week (36). This year , in addition to the physical education 
wrestling class, wrestling gained another nitch in the total sports 
program at UtAh State Agricultural College. An intramural wrestling 
program was added to the growing intramural offer ing by the Physical 
Education Department. This intramural wrestling program attracted 
great interest on campus and was climaxed by a two -week long intramural 
wrestling tournament in the month of Decembe r (36). 
The Aggie's were host to Brigham Young University in the first 
dual meet of the season . There were eight weights wrestled at this 
dual meet and Brigham Young University was the winners by a score of 
23 to 11 (13, 33) . The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers lost 
their second dual meet of the season to the grapplers f rom the Univer-
sity of Utah. The final score was the University of Utah 22 and Utah 
State Agricultural College 13 (12, 33). 
The Western Division Tournament was held in Logan at the Smart 
Gym during the second week of March. Brigham Young University won the 
team title. The others placed in this order: University of Utah, 
Utah State Agricultural College, and Montana State College (33, 36) . 
The Utah State Agricultural College grapplers won the Intermoun -
tain A.A . U. wrestling tournament held in Ogden during the first week 
of April (36, 7). 
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1932-1933 
The intramural wrestling program, which was introduced the previous 
school year, had undergone quite an advancement by thi s schoo l year. 
There were fifteen school organizations entering wres tling squads in 
the intramural tourney (36). A very large crowd of students and local 
people turned out to see the f inal matches that climaxed the two weeks 
of intensive action on the mats by the intramural grapplers (36). This 
phase of the intramural program was to be a great boon to Nelson in the 
selecting and recruiting of prospective material for the varsity wrestling 
team. 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers took part in two 
dual meets and the Western Division Tournament during the season. In 
the dual meets, they defeated the University of Utah and lost to Brigham 
Young University. The Western Divisional Tournament ended with the 
Utah State Agricultural College team in last place; however, one Aggie 
wrestler, Elwood Spencer, won an individual weight class at the divi-
sional tourney. The tournament was held at Salt Lake City and the 
mid-season favorites, Brigham Young University, lived up to the expec-
tations by winning the divisional mat title for the third consecutive 
year. 
1933-1934 
This year started with Coach Nelson following a pattern he had 
established and used to a high degree of success over the past ten 
years . The f irst phase of his procedure was t o screen and indoc trinate 
any football player who showed promise on the sport of wrestling. 
Nelson, always a salesman of wrestling, had ample time and opportunity 
to talk wres t ling to the athletes because of h i s contact with them in 
his role of head trainer. The number of boys who played football and 
wrestled are ready evidence of his salesmanship. Four of the eight 
wrestling lettermen in 1934 were members of the football team (33). 
The second move Nelson made in preparation for the upcoming season 
was to look over the boys competing in the intramural wrestling 
tournament and to make sure that all of his prospective charges were 
sharpening up their wrestling abilities by competing in the tourney. 
In January, wrestling practice began in the north end of the 
Smart Gym. The wrest ling team had grown until the entire north end 
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of the gym was needed to conduct practice. A net divided the wrestling 
area from the basketball court, which was being used by the varsity 
basketball team for practice at the same time the wrestling team 
was holding their practice sessions (36). 
By the last of January, the preliminary wrestling tryouts had 
been held and the team size reduced to two men per weight class. The 
team started aiming for their first dual meet of the season, which was 
a home meet with the defending division champs, Brigham Young University. 
The night of February 9, 1934, was one of extreme pleasure for 
Nelson and his team. Brigham Young University, holder of the past 
three years western divisional mat titles and undefeated by a Utah 
State Agricultural College wrestling team in a dual meet since 1930, 
was soundly beaten by Lhe Utah State wrestlers. The score of this 
dual meet was Utah State Agricultural College 23, Brigham Young Univer-
sity 15 (33). On Friday, February 23, 1934, the Utah State wrestlers 
fel l victim to the University of Utah wrestlers in a dual meet held 
at Salt Lake City (13, 33, 25). 
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The Western Division Tournament was held in Pr ovo. This tourney 
was won by the University of Utah, Brigham Young University placed 
second, and Utah State Agricultural College finished in third place, 
followed by Montana State College (33). Two weeks later the Utah 
State Agricultural College team \<an the Intermountain A.A.U. wrestling 
tournament hel d at Ogden (36). 
In mid-April, Utah State Agricultural College had its first entry 
in the N.C.A.A. Wrestling Championshi ps. Floyd Keller "jumped" a sheep 
train and made the trip to Ames, Iowa. Although Keller failed to place, 
he was the first official en try in the N.C.A.A. Wrestling Championships 
from Utah State Agricultural College (36). 
1934-1935 
Nelson officially opened the 1935 wrestling season in November 
of 1934 by making the first call for mat prospects t o take part in 
the upcoming intramural wrestling tournament (36). 
This was Nelson 's thirteenth year as a member of the coaching 
staff at Utah State Agricultural College. During this time, he had 
been head trainer for all varsity sports, boxing and wrestling instruc-
tor for the physical education program, and head wrestling coach. Hi s 
wrestling teams had won four Western Division Tournaments and four Inter-
mountain A. A.U. championsh ips. His dual meet reco rd was: Won 13 , Lost 
8, Tied 1. 
The year of 1935 was the first year, since the inauguration of 
wrestling into the intercollegiate athletic program at Utah State in 
1921, that a volume purchase of equipment for wr es t ling had been made 
by the university. This year a new 16- foot - by-16 - foot mat was purchased 
and a velvet mat cover was bought to cover it (36). 
Utah State Agricultural College undertook the most ambitious dual 
meet schedule in the history of its intercollegiate wrestling program. 
The Aggie matmen won meets over the University of Utah, Brigham Young 
University, University of Idaho, Southern Branch, and its first dual 
meet with a non-Rocky Mountain area opponent, the University of Calif-
ornia. 
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The Western Division Tournament was won by the University of Utah, 
who beat the Utah State wrestling team at this tournament in a surprise 
upset. 
1935-1936 
This year the intramural wrestling program, which was inspired 
and directed by George Nelson, continued to grow. The intramural 
wrestling competition started at the end of the Thanksgiving vacation 
and ran into the first week of January (36). Many of Nelson's varsity 
charges engaged in this popular tournament. 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestling team engaged in 
five dual meets that started in January and ended in March. The Aggie 
\vrestlers gained dual meet victories over Brigham Young University and 
a new opponent from the Pacific Coach area, San Jose State College. The 
University of Utah and the University of California both claimed dual 
meet wins over the Utah State team during the 1936 wrestling season (12). 
The Western Division Tournament was held at Salt Lake City on 
March 4 and 5, 1936. The divisional mat title was again claimed by 
the University of Utah. The other teams finished in the following 
order : Utah State Agricultural College, Brigham Young University, 
and Montana State College. 
The one maj or di fference in this year ' s wrestling program was 
the expanded length of the season. In the past seasons, varsity 
wrestling formally ended with the Western Division tournament or 
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one to two weeks later after the Intermountain A. A. U. wres tling tourna-
ment. This season two dual meets were wrestled by the Utah State team 
after the Western Divisional Tournament in March. These dual meets 
were wrestled in the second week of April. This late season competi-
tion found t he Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers taking the 
longest trip in their his tory. Coach Nelson and eight wrestlers left 
Logan on March 12, 1936, for California where they met the University 
of California and San Jose State College in dual meets (36). 
1936-1937 
The first dual meet of the season was on January 21, 1937, when 
the Utah State wrestlers soundly defeated the Brigham Young University 
wrestling team by the score of 27~ to 6~ (13). 
Nelson left for an extensive trip in the Eastern United States 
with the basketball team in early February, acting in the capacity of 
trainer (36). This condition had been somewhat of a conflict with 
his wrestling coaching duties in the past, but this year and in the 
years to come, a greater degree of conflict was to be present. This 
was due to a number of factors: The football season with Nelson acting 
as the team trainer had always necessitated a late start of the varsity 
wrestling program. The problem was now becoming more involved because 
of the expanding basketball schedule and the expanding wrestling sche-
dule . 
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The team captain, Joe Buchanan, took over the leadership of the 
wrestling team in Nelson's absence and on February 10, 1937, the Utah 
State Agricultural College wrestlers defeated the University of Utah in 
a dual meet at the Smart Gym with Buchanan acting as both competitor 
and coach (36). The school newspaper, Student Life, reported a very 
large crowd present at this meet (36). February 18, 1937, fo und the 
Utah State wrestling team on their way to the Western Divisional Tourna-
ment at Provo and Nelson in Montana with the Utah State basketball team. 
Lloyd Elder, the newly assigned assistant wrestling coach, was in charge 
of the Utah State wrestlers at the Western Divisional Tournanent (36). 
The Aggie wrestlers, who had posted five wins and no l osses i n dual 
meet competition, were the tourney favorites . At the tourname nt's 
end, the victor was the University of Utah, followed by Utah State 
Agricultural College, and Brigham Young University . Montana State 
College did not enter a team in the tournament this year (33). 
This season the Utah State Agricultural College wrestling t eam 
had gained dual meet victories over Weber Junior College, Brigham 
Young University, and the University of Utah (33). The only inter-
sectional opponent, the University of California, had fallen to the 
wrestlers of Utah State in a dual meet. Nelson had installed an assis-
tant wrestling coach; however, the Aggies had fa llen short of their goal 
in not winning the Western Divisional mat title. 
INTERCOLLEGIATE WRESTLING AT UTAH STATE 
UNIVERSITY FROM 1938 TO 1962 
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The formation of the Mountain States Athletic Conference in 1938 
began this era, but from the standpoint of the western division there 
had been little change from the former western division of the Rocky 
Mountain Conference. The new conference had excluded Montana State 
College, whom to that date had been the perennially weak wrestling 
team in the western division_ 
It was in this time period that the western division tournament 
was to be replaced by the conference wrestling championships . Wrest-
ling was to be caught up in the expansion of program move that swept 
through intercollegiate athletic departments on campuses of universi-
ties across the nation. Recruitment and the athletic scholarship were 
to become prominent in col l egiate wrestling programs. 
1937-1938 
The intramural wrestling championships were held on the Utah State 
Agricultural Co llege campus in December, 1938 (36). Coach Nelso n, 
after recruiting from the footbal l team and the int ramural wrestlers, 
was stil l short of competent compe t itors and in the January 13 , 1938, 
issue of the Student Life, he made a special call to the students, 
"19 men ou t for wrestling--hardly enough to work with" (36). Nelson ' s 
plea was heard and answered. In the last week of January, the wrest-
ling team preliminary tryouts were held with more than thirty men 
competing for positions on the varsity squad. 
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It was during the last week of January that t he Utah State Agri-
cult ural College wrestling team met Brigham Young University in their 
first dual meet of the season . Eight weigh t s were wrestled in thi s 
initial dual meet and the final scor e was Utah State 16, Brigham Young 
Univer s it y 14 (36). A week lat er on February 3, 1938, the Utah State 
wr es tling squad eas il y bested the mat t eam f rom the University of Utah 
i n a dual meet held at Salt Lake Ci t y (33, 12) . 
The first Western Division Wrestling Championships of the Mountain 
States Conference were held at Logan in the las t week of February, 1938. 
A fine crowd of approximate l y 2,000 f ill ed the Smart Gym to see the 
final champi onship matches tha t climaxed the two-day tournament (3 6). 
The div i sional mat tit le was within the gras p of any of the t hree 
t e ams going into the final r ound and was won by a one -point margin 
by the Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers . Brigham Young 
University was second wi th the University of Utah team in hot pursuit, 
just three points behind them (33) . 
1938-193 9 
Coach Nelson issued the fir s t call fo r varsity \rrestling practice 
on November 10, 1938, in an article in the school newspaper, Student 
Life (36). As in the past year s , the intramural wrestling tournament 
was held in December and Ne lson had his wres tling prospects in the 
tourney . He daily watched the competition in hopes of uncovering 
an y like l y new wrestlers (33). 
Membership in the Mountain States Athletic Conference had brought 
about several changes in the wrest ling program at Utah State Agricul-
tural College. In the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference, an athlete 
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in the minor sports program was allowed four years of varsity eligi-
bility, but in the Mountain States Athletic Conference, all phases of 
athletics were under a rule of three years of varsity eligibility . 
The National Collegiate Athletic Association in conducting the N.C . A.A. 
Wrestling Championships had always recognized the three years of var -
sity e ligibility ruling, but the Utah State Agricultural College in its 
affiliation with the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference had followed 
a trend of the region rather than the national direction. Now, as a 
member of a conference that enforced the three year varsity eligibility 
ruling, Utah State and the other institutions of higher learning that 
were associated with the conference initiated freshmen teams in the 
minor sports programs. Freshmen teams had before this time existed 
only in the two major sports, football and basketbal l, at Utah State 
Agricultural College. Myrl Bench was named freshman wrestling coach 
at Utah State for the 1939 season. Although a freshman squad has ex-
isted from 1938 to the present year, the program has never achieved 
a high degree of success or had a year to year consistency in operation. 
This has been due to such problems as financing, scheduling, and the 
availability of able coaches to handle this portion of the wrestling 
program. 
On January 12 , 1939, an artic l e in the Student Life stated that 
participation in the wrestling team preliminary tryouts was not as 
great as expected (36). In the same issue was a call by freshman coach, 
Myrl Bench, fo r interested freshmen to report for wrestling practice 
(36). Although a freshman wrestling program was initiated that year, 
ther e was no marked increase in the funds made available from the 
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university to finance the program. 
The first dual meet of the season was with the Deseret Gym team 
and was held after the Colorado State College basketball game in the 
Smart Gym. The Aggies won the meet by a score of 27~ to 8. One week 
later the Utah State wrestlers again defeated the Deseret Gym team in 
a dual meet at Salt Lake City (13). 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestlers had gained two dual 
meet victories and the newly formed freshmen team had thirteen men on 
it by the last of January (36). 
On February 2, 1939, the Aggie varsity wrestling squad soundly 
beat the mat team from Brigham Young University in a dual meet . One 
week later the Utah State wrestlers over -powered their other intra-
state rival, the University of Utah, and claimed the mythical title 
of State Wrestling Champions (36). 
The Western Division Tournament was held in Salt Lake City during 
the last week of February . The Utah State Agricultural College wrest -
lers did not finish as well as expected . The University of Utah , in 
a come-from-behind finish nosed out the Utah State team by one point 
to gain the western divisional mat title . Brigham Young University 
trailed for third place (33). 
1939-1940 
Coach George "Doc " Nelson was a well-known and popular figure on 
the Utah State campus. Attesting to this was an article in the October 
5, 1939, issue of the Student Life, which cited Nelson for his unselfish 
work with the athletes and the fine virtues he fostered in his wrest-
ling program (36). 
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The intramural wrestling tournament was held in December. Compe-
tition was held in nine weight classes in this very popular campus 
event (36). The total intramural progr am had fo r the past two yea r s 
been enlarged and upgrad ed und e r the capab l e leadership of H. B. Hunsaker 
of the Ph ysical Education De partment, and the ever -popular wres tling 
phas e of intramurals had grown to be a major campus event. 
Formal varsit y wrest ling practic e began on January 11, 1940 , The 
wrestling team preliminary tr youts were held during the fi r st week of 
Februar y. This wa s a much later than usual start for the varsity 
wrestling program. 
The Utah State Agricultural College ma t team defeated the Univer -
sity of Utah in a dual meet a t Salt Lake City on February 15, 1940, and 
one week later over came the Brigham Young Unive rsity wrestlers in a 
dual meet at the Smart Gym in Logan . 
The Western Division Wres tling Championsh ips were held at Provo 
during the first week of March. Although the Utah State wrest l ers held 
dual meet victories over the Universi t y of Utah and Brigham Young 
Univer s ity, they finished behind both t e ams at the divisiona l t ourna-
ment. Brigham Young University won the divi sional wrestling title, 
the Universit y of Utah was second , and a disappointed Utah State t eam 
fi ni shed third. 
1940-1941 
The intramural wrestling tournament in early Decemb er was, as 
in the past, a campus highlight (36) . There were in the excess of f ifty 
young men ente r ed in the tournament. From the start of this phase of 
the intramural program, there had been no restrictions placed on the 
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entrants as far as being varsity members or lettermen on the Utah State 
wrestling team. This year, as in the past, most of the varsity squad, 
as well as potential team members, were taking part in the intramural 
tourney. 
The varsi t y wrestling practice began at the conclusion of the 
intramural wrestling tournament and after a month of inte n~ive practice, 
the wrestling t eam preliminary tryouts were held during the last week 
of January, 1941. 
In Feb ruary, the Utah State Agricultural College wres tling team 
started in t o their dual meet schedule. On Februar y 13, 1941, the Aggie 
wrestlers beat the Universi t y of Utah mat team in a dual meet. The 
Brigham Young Unive rsit y wrestlers fell to the Aggie mat team in a dual 
meet at Provo on Februar y 20, 1941. 
Utah State Agricultural College was host for the Western Division 
Tournament on March 7 and 8, 1941 . The Aggie mat t eam overcame a two-
year trend, in which they won all their dual meets but failed to gain 
the western divisional wrestling title . Team captain Robert Koike, 
Dale Maughan, Gerald Palmer, LaMar McKay, Burl Hermanson, and Crosby 
Bo tt all c laimed individual weight class championships t o pace the 
Aggies to a clear victory, winning s i x of the eight individual champion-
ships . Utah State won the t ournament with the University of Utah placing 
second and Brigham Young University finishing in third place . 
1941-1942 
The Aggie wrestling team, determined to r e tain the wes t ern divi -
sional wrestling titl e, began daily workouts on October 30 , 1941. Most 
of the varsity wrestlers and the other men compe ting for a position on 
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the team entered the intramural wres tl i ng tournament which was held 
the first week in December . This was the largest intramural wrestling 
tourney in the history of the school. Ther e were 120 men participating 
in the t ou rnament. This year the National Collegiate Athletic Assoc ia-
ti on wrestling point system was adopted in the intramural wres tling 
program . Up to this time, a modified Olympic scoring system, of ten 
titled Paci f ic Northwestern Rules, had been used in the wrestling intra-
murals. These same Pacific Northwestern Rules had been used fo r a 
number of years in most Agg i e varsity matches, but wi th the Utah State 
Agricul tura l College membership in the Mountain States Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference, a shif t of alignment to N.C.A.A. l eadership by the 
conference had by 1940 placed all dual meets and tournaments within the 
confer ence ope rating unde r N.C.A.A. wrestling rules . 
The fir s t dual meet for the Utah State wrestlers was with the 
Dese r e t Gym t eam. The Aggies won t hi s quite easi ly by a score of 27~ 
to 5~ . The Utah State wrestling t e am, gaining momentum, beat bo th the 
University of Utah and Brigham Young Unive rsity in dual meets. The 
Aggie wr es tlers beat the Deseret Gym t eam in a return dual meet in 
Salt Lake City in thei r last dual meet of the season. 
The Western Division t ournamen t was he ld the last week of Fe bruary 
in Salt Lake City. This tournament, which was to be the last for four 
years, was won by a dark hors e Brigham Young University wrestling t eam. 
A disappointed Utah State team placed second, followed by the University 
of Utah squad . 
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1942-1943 
This year the entire athletic program began operations under the 
gloom of World War II. The Mountain States Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference had ruled that all freshmen could be eligible for varsity 
competition in an attempt to continue the interco llegiate compe tition 
while many of the young college men were being inducted or j oining 
the Armed Forces. 
The Western Division tournament was discontinued; however, several 
dual meets were on the schedule and Nelson called for the team tryouts 
(36). 
Sixteen men reported foi wrestling practice; of these, there was 
only one re turning letterman. The Utah State wrestling team began 
its abbreviated war -time schedule with a dual meet at Logan with the 
University of Utah . A second dual meet with Brigham Young University 
at Provo finished the season. Utah State Agricultural College won both 
of these dual meets. 
1943-1944 
There were no official dual meets held this season and the Mountain 
States Conference Wrestling Championships were postponed indefinitely. 
World War II had sharply curtailed collegiate athletics at Utah State 
Agricultural College. Most co lleges and universities across the United 
States were reducing or completely halting the ir athl e tic programs. 
Military units training at the Utah State campus used the athletic 
facilities and often the collegiate coaches were given leadership roles 
in the military, athletic, recreational, or physical education programs 
on the campus. Coach George Nelson served as an instructor of physical 
fitness for the Army Air Corps Aviation students (13). 
Nelson had a small group composed of registered student and Air 
Corps personnel wrestling daily and enjoying the personal benefits of 
wrestling , even though no intercollegiate competition was engaged in 
during the school year (36). 
1944- 1945 
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There was no intercollegiate wrestling program at Utah State Agri-
cultural College this year. The intensity of the war effort had brought 
the minor sports program t o a stand-still. 
1945-1946 
The pressure of World War II had l essened by the start of the 
school year in 1945. Coach Ne lson had r esumed his boxing and wrestling 
physical education classes in the Smart Gym. Although no conference 
competition was entered into by the Aggie varsity wrestling squad, 
the program was being reactivated after a two-year rest. A boxing 
and wrestling tourna~ent was held on March 7, 1946, and the entrants 
were, as to be expected, mostly the students from Nelson ' s physical 
education c lasses (36) . 
In April, Nelson gathered a group of collegiate wrestlers and 
accompanied them to t he Intermountain A. A.U. Wres t ling tourname nt 
held at Salt Lake Ci t y. 
1946-1947 
This was the first year since 1943 that a varsity wrestling program 
was conducted at Utah State Agricultural College. On January 16, 
1947, the intramural wrestling championships concluded and on the same 
45 
date Nelson posted the time for team tryouts fo r the following week (36). 
Wrestling practice had been held daily since the middle of November, 
but the fi nal team tryouts traditionally followed the intramural 
wrestling tournament. 
The first dual meet of the season was with the University of Utah 
at Salt Lake City . Competition was held in eight weights and the N. C.A . A. 
point system of scoring was used. The score was Utah State Agricultural 
College 21, Utah University 8. One week later, on February 5, 1947, a 
large crowd of 1,000 spectators witnessed the first varsity wrestling 
meet ever held in the George Nelson Fieldhouse (36). The fieldhouse 
had been named in honor of George Nelson at the close of the 1945 school 
year (36). In this contest, the Utah State Agricultural College wrest -
lers easily overcame Brigham Young University 35 to 2. The Deseret 
Gym wrestling team fel l to the Aggie wrestling squad in a dual meet at 
Salt Lake City on February 27, 1947. 
The Western Division tournament was held at Provo in the first 
week of March. Utah State Agricultural College justified its dual 
meet record and won the western division mat title. There were no 
Mountain States Conference Wrestling Championships that year. 
1947-1948 
In late October as the football season began to dr aw to its end, 
Nelson issued a call for all interested young men to report for wrest -
ling practice and benefit from the vigorous activ i ty. The intramural 
wrestling championships were held in late November with 115 contestants 
participating in this popular event (36) . 
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This was Nelson' s 27th year as wr estling coach at Utah Stat e Agri-
cultural College. He had molded a varsity wrest ling program based on 
student interest and participation, which was ev ident in the large intra-
mural wrest ling program . The boys Nelson recruited from the intramural 
progr am, plus the football players he annually proselyted for his 
wr estling program, had been the backbone of his teams. This year Nelson's 
formula again turned out a high calibe r team in terms of western divi-
sion competit i on results. 
On January 29, 1948, the Utah State Agricultural College wres tling 
squad overpowered the Universi t y of Utah wrestling team in a dual meet 
at the Nelson Fieldhouse. ~tore than 2,000 fans were present a s the 
Aggie wr es tlers won six of the seven conte sted weights t o gain a 33 
to 3 victory over the Redskin s. Brigham Young University fell to the 
Utah State wrest lers during February, and in the last week of February, 
the Wes t e rn Division Tournament was he ld at Logan. Utah State Agri-
cultural College, for the second consecu tive year, won the western 
divisional mat title. 
The firs t week in March the Mountain States Confer ence Wres tling 
Championships were held at Fort Col lins, Co lorado. This was the first 
year since World War II that the conference wrestl ing t ournament had 
been he ld and this was the first conf ere nc e wrestling championships 
that Utah State Agricultural College had entered since the organization 
of the conference in 1937. The Utah State Agricultural College wrest-
ling t e am, which had been unbeaten and untied in dual mee ts and tourna-
ments in the past two years, finished fourth at the conference champion-
ships. Co l orado A. & M. , Universi t y of Wyoming, and Denver University, 
all eas t ern division institutions, held the first three places at the 
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tournament and in the words of George Nelson, "The Aggies found the 
going rough over the mountain " (36). 
1948-1949 
The total wrestling program under the leadership of Nelson was 
again conducted in the pattern es tabli shed and proven over a period of 
28 years at Utah State Agricultural College . Nelson's boxing and 
wrestling physical education class was held in the fall quarter, followed 
by the intramural wrestling program. Formal wrestling practice began 
at the conclusion of football practice, and the wrestling team tryouts 
were held in the first week of January. 
Wrestling within the intermountain area was not following such a 
traditional form; advanc es and changes were on the way. The season of 
1949 was the first in the hi story of the conferenc e that eas tern and 
western division institutions were meeting in dual meets. This was 
brought about by a new policy of the conference allowing interdivisional 
dual meet competition. 
In the initial dual meet of the season, the Aggie mat team traveled 
to Rock Springs, Wyoming, and met the Univers ity of Wyoming, who traveled 
from Laramie for the dual meet. The University of Wyoming soundly beat 
the Utah State Agricultural College wrestling team. The fi nal score 
was the University of Wyoming 20, Utah State 6: The Utah State wrest-
ling team defeated Brigham Young University and th e University of Utah 
in dual mee ts in Februar y of 1949. 
The Western Divisi on Tournament was held the last week of February 
at Salt Lake City and Utah State Agricultural College won the divisional 
wrestling title . One week later the Mountain States Conference Wrestling 
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Championships were held at Salt Lake City and, although Utah State Agri-
cultural College won no individual weight class championships, they 
finished third in the conference finals. The last week in ~arch the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association Wrestling Championships were 
held at Fort Collins, Colorado. The Utah State Agricultural College 
P.ntPrerl four men in this tournament, but none placed in the finals. 
This was the first contingent, supported and financed by Utah State 
Agricultural College, to compete in the N.C.A.A. Wrestling Champion -
ships. 
E. L. Romney stepped down from the post of Athletic Director at 
Utah State Agricultural College on February 3 , 1949 . He accepted the 
position of commissioner of the Mountain States Athletic Conference and 
held this office until the conference was disbanded in 1962 . 
1949-1950 
A man who had served at Utah State Agricultural College in both 
the capacity of assistant and head coach of major sports programs accep-
ted the position of Athletic Director at Utah State Agricultural College 
at the start of the school year in 1950. Joe Whitesides, a graduate of 
Utah State Agricultural College, was the new Athletic Director. The 
wrestling program and the philosophy supporting it was changed little 
by the administrative change when the new Athletic Director r e placed 
E. L. Romney. George Nelson, the motivating and guiding force behind 
the wrestling program at Utah State, continued to operate the program 
with the support and approval of the department and university adminis-
tration. 
The Aggie wre stling team started practice in October with a young 
team. There were only three returning lettermen from last season's 
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squad. The wres tling season formally started fo r the Utah State Agri-
cultural College wrestling t eam in the second wee k of January, 1950. 
The Aggie wrestlers traveled through Colorado and Wyoming . On this 
trip, the Utah State team met and fell i n dual meets to the University 
of Wyoming and the University of Colorado. The Utah State wrestlers 
won a dual meet against Co l orado State College of Education at Greeley. 
The Agg i e mat team beat Brigham Young University in a dual mee t at 
Logan and lost by a scor e of 16 to 15 t o the University of Utah wrestlers 
in a dual mee t at Salt Lake City. The dual mee t with the University o f 
Colorado was the first time Coach Nelson's wrestling t eam had been held 
scoreless in his career as wres tling coach at Utah State Agricultural 
College. 
The Western Division tournament was he ld at Provo and again the 
University of Utah mat team beat the Utah State grapplers by one poi nt 
t o claim the western division mat title . In the second week of March, 
the Mountain States Conference Wre stling Championships were he ld in 
Denve r. Utah State Agricultural Col l ege finished in seventh place at 
the confe re nce finals. 
A new 32-foot-by-32-foot mat and plastic mat cover was purchased 
by the univers ity and wrestling practice was held in the fieldhouse 
in the portion now used as the basketball dr essing r ooms. The George 
Nelson Fieldhouse, although completed in 1939, was never f ully utilized 
by the a thle tic department until after the end of World War II in 1945, 
and this year was the first that wrestling practice was moved into the 
f i e ldhouse on a full time basis. 
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1950-1951 
The wrest ling program wi thin the Mountain States Conference under-
went a change that indicated deve l opment and growth of wrestling i n 
the conference . The total athletic programs of the conference members 
were growing rapidly in expanding the ir programs as wel l as fac ilities . 
The wrestling programs were fo ll owing this conference trend. In 1949, 
wr estling in the conference had taken on a new face when the confe r -
ence policy change al l owing the member institutions to expand thei r 
dua l meets from a divisional basis t o an overa ll conference dual meet 
schedule . This year the growth that instigated this change manifested 
another indiciation of advancement. The Western Division Tournament 
was discontinued and the concep t of a total confe r ence championships 
superseded it (20) . 
Utah State Agricultural College opened it s dual meet schedule in 
January when the Aggie mat team met the Co l orado State College of Educa-
tion wrestling squad in a meet at Logan . The Utah State t eam , who had 
easi l y bes t ed this team the previous year, fo und their oppone nts vastly 
improved and fe ll victims by a scor e of 33 to 3. 
The Utah State <;restling team l ost a dual meet t o the University 
of Utah and bea t Brigham Young University in t<;o dual meets t o complete 
its dual meet schedule. 
The Mountain States Conference Wrestling Championships <;ere he ld 
at Logan in Mard1 of 1951. Utah State Agricu ltural College finished 
f ifth in th is tournament and once again three eastern division schools} 
the Universi t y of Wyoming, Colorado A. & M. , and Denver Unive rsi t y held 
the first three team positions. A Student Life reported ably stated, 
"The Easte rn squads showed more class, talent, and training than the 
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Western squads" (36). This is indicative of a trend that became appar-
ent at the start of a total conference wrestling competition in 1949. 
The wrestling teams in the eastern division of the conference had ad -
vanced their wr es tling programs in t erms of producing capable competi-
tors ahead of the institutions in the western division. This is clearly 
shown by the dual meet records of the teams and the conference champion-
ship standings. 
Crowds were sparce at the tournament (36). The wrestling program 
at Utah State Agricultural College, which had been an annual power in 
the western division of the conference, was in difficulty on a confer-
ence basis. This problem was to become more pronounced in the future. 
This year, which was the fifth that the conference tournament had been 
held, Utah State still failed to ho ld claim to one individual confer-
ence weight class champion. 
1951-1952 
Utah State Agricultural College entered its wrestling team in 
five dual mee ts this season, all with opponents within the western 
division area. The University of Utah and Brigham Young University mat 
teams both were beaten twice by the Aggie wrestlers. One of the meets 
with Brigham Young University followed a varsity basketball game at 
the George Nelson Fi eldhouse on January 17, 1952. A fine crowd of 2,500 
spectators saw the Aggie grapplers defeat the Brigham Young University 
squad by a score of 20 to 6. 
The Mountain States Conference Wrestling Championships were held 
at the Univers ity of Wyoming. The eastern division teams dominated 
the tournament, winning all the individual weight class championships 
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and c laiming the first three t eam posi t ions. Utah State Agricu ltural 
College, th e dual mee t power of the western division, fi nished in fifth 
place at the conference tournament. 
1952-1953 
Coach Nelson officially s tart ed wrestling practice in the middle 
of November at the end of the football season. Nelson was fo llowing 
his es tablished pattern of conducting the overall wrestling program at 
Utah State Agricultural Co llege. The boxing and wrestling classes in 
physical education were instructed by Nelson during the fall quart e r. 
The intramural wrestling program, which had been und e r Nelson ' s direc -
tion since conceived in 193 2 , had grown t o be a major campus event and 
a source of potential wrestlers for the varsity wrestling squad , but 
starting in the late 1940's the intramural program began t o fail t o 
draw the large number of contestants that i t had in the past. 
The ca liber of wrestling in the Mountain States Conference had 
increased to the point that few of the boys Nelson recruited from the 
intramural wrestling we r e experiencing success on the varsity squad 
against o ther teams as had been the case in the past years. This lack 
of success by competitors who had succeeded in intramurals and gained 
a position on the varsity wrestling team started a movement of separa-
tion of the intramural and varsity phases of the wrestling program. 
Ne lson continued to r ecrui t a number of fine athletes who played 
f ootball to engage in the wres tling program in the winter months. This 
was his prime source of compe t ent competitors and their value became 
apparent as the level of competition in wrest ling incre a sed within 
the conference following World War II. 
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Utah State Agricultural College opened its wres tling season with a 
dual meet hosting the University of Wyoming at the George Nelson Field-
house on January 8, 1953 . The Wyoming squad defeated the Aggie mat 
team 33 to 2. One week later Brigham Young University and Utah State 
Agricultural College battled to an 18-18 tie in a dual meet at Provo. 
Utah State Agricultural College later bea t Brigham Young University in 
a return dual mee t at Logan . The University of Utah wrestling team 
defeated the Aggie wTestlers twice . The last scheduled dual meet of the 
season, to be with the Univer s ity of Wyoming, was fo rfeited to the Univer-
s it y of Wyoming because the Utah State Agricu l tural College could not 
field a complete team to make the trip (36) . The Mountain States Con-
ference Wres tling Championships were held during the first week of March . 
Utah State Agricultural Col l ege placed fifth a t th i s tournament and 
concluded thei r wrestling season. The eas t ern division t eams again 
dominated the t ournament, claiming th e firs t two positions in the team 
rankings. 
J ohn 0. Roning was named Athl e tic Director at Utah State Agricul-
tural College this year, r e placing Joe Whitesides who had bee n called 
t o active duty in the United States Arm y at the start of the Korean 
War. Again a change of directors had lit t le appar ent affect on t he 
wres t ling program, a s all t he athle t ic directors had l eft t he wres t ling 
program t o the direc t ion and administration of Geo r ge Nelson (15) . 
Wres tling had been classified as a minor sport by each of the direc t ors 
and acce pted as such by Nelson. This philosophy had been held by both 
the athletic department and the general adminis t ra t ion of the university 
from the start of the wrestling pr ogram in 1922 to the present time (40). 
54 
1953-1954 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestling team began practice 
in November. There were two noticeable changes which had not happened 
in a single movement, but which were clearly evident by the start of 
this season. The intramural wrestling program was rapidly shifting 
to a new prospective of achieving an end in itself rather than serving 
as a supporting branch of the varsity wrestling team. The second 
change was brought about by the increased quality of wrestling in the 
Mountain States Conference. This had precipitated pressure back to 
the individual school's varsity wrestling programs, and in a sense 
made the varsity program more selective in its scope of operation. The 
wrestling team tryouts, which had followed the intramural wrestling 
tournament, slowly faded in significance until by 1954 it had vanished 
from the varsity wrestling program at Utah State Agricultural College. 
The first dual meet of the season for the Utah State Agricultural 
College wrestlers was on January 21, and resulted in the Aggies being 
defeated by a strong Brigham Young University wrestling team. Later 
in the season the Brigham Young University grapplers gave the Aggie 
mat team a second de feat in a return dual meet. The Utah State grapplers 
gained two dual meet victories over the University of Utah mat team and 
defeated a visiting Montana State College wrestling team in a dual meet 
at George Nelson Fieldhouse to close out their meet season. 
The Mountain States Conference Wrestling Championships were held 
at Fort Collins and a new weight class was added to the existing eight 
weight classes. This was the 191 pound weight division which was re -
tained in all conference tournaments from this year to the curtailing 
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of the conference affiliations in 1962. Utah State Agricultural College 
finished fifth in this tournament and concluded their wrestling season. 
1954-1955 
The Utah State Agricultural College wrestling team started prac-
tice in November, faced with the prospect of a tough six dual meet 
schedule. This schedule included two strong eastern division institutions, 
the University of Wyoming and Colorado A. & M. The Aggie mat team was 
not as strong as had been hoped, being depleated by injuries, the draft-
ing of men by the army during the Korean War, and mission calls by the 
Latter Day Saint Church (36). 
The Aggie grapplers lost their opening dual meet to Colorado A. & 
M. in the first week of February, but bounced back to sweep the Univer-
sity of Utah wrestling team by a score of 32 to 3. The University of 
Wyoming gave the Utah State wrestlers their second dual meet loss of 
the season. The Aggies then defeated Montana State College and the 
University of Utah, the latter for the second time. The Brigham Young 
University wrestlers posted a 16 to 15 win over the Utah State wrestling 
squad to end the dual meet season for the Utah State mat team. 
The University of Utah was host of the Mountain States Conference 
Wrestling Championships during the first week of March and as a Student 
Life reporter wrote in an article on March 10, 1955, 11 Due to keen com-
petition, Coach Nelson's wrestlers were unable to secure a major place 11 
(27). Fifth place was the best the Aggie team could do. The eastern 
division dominated the tournament and the University of Wyoming and 
Colorado A. & M. fought to a deadlock to share the conference mat 
crown (20). 
1955-1956 
Utah State Agricultural College placed on the mat the s trongest 
wrestling team it had produced since the end of World War II (36). 
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In a showing of total team strength and balance, the Utah State 
wrestling squad defeated Brigham Young University 22 to 6 and the Uni-
versity of Utah in two dual meets 28 to 12 and 26 to 8. The University 
of Wyoming gave the Aggie wrestlers the ir only dual meet loss of the 
season in a dual meet held at Rock Springs, Wyoming. 
Logan was the site for the 1956 Mountain States Conference Wrest-
ling Championships, which were held March 3, 4, and 5. The University 
of Wyoming won the team championship followed by Colorado A. & M. and 
Denver University. Utah Stat e Agricultural College finished fourth 
in the tournament. No Aggie trrestler won an individual weight class 
title at the tournament. 
H. B. Hunsaker was appointed Athletic Director at Utah State Agri-
cultural College to fill the position left vacant by John 0. Roning, who 
accepted the head football coach ing position at Denver University. 
Hunsaker, as had Romney, Whitesides, and Roning, did little in regards 
to directing the varsity wrestling program, but left the wrestling 
program to the time proven capabilities of George Nelson (15). 
1956- 1957 
This was t he year that finalized a change that had been evolving 
as the university had grown and expanded over the post - war period of 
years. New colleges had made their appea r ances on the campus and both 
the students and faculty were desirous of chang i ng the name of the 
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institution to Utah State University, which by implication gave a more 
appropriate representation of the total university than did the title 
Utah State Agricultural College. The former name did tend to slight 
the colleges of the university not directly associated with the agri-
cultural areas of higher education. 
Utah State University had grown and was yet expanding in a move-
ment that started at the end of World War II and was aided by the G. I. 
Educat i on Opportunity Act which gave veterans of active service in the 
military during World War II and later the Korean War an opportunity to 
gain a college degree. This rapid expansion of the studentbody was 
being experienced by all the universities and colleges across the nation. 
The influx of students to the college campuses brought about new con -
cepts and views about different phases of the offerings of the institu-
tions of higher learning . Athletics was an area that underwent a dyna-
mic change. The change was that athletic scholarships were becoming 
a part of the minor sports program.. This awarding of athletic scholar -
ships on a broader scale increased the recruitment policies of the uni-
versities. As minor sports programs grew, the major sports programs 
increased tremendously. Athletic budgets increased rapidly with the 
added cost of longer seasons, more contests, larger squads, and the 
awarding of larger and more numerous athletic scholarships. Athletics 
entered an era of mass programming, involving large capital outlay. 
Collegiate athletics at Utah State University embarked on a career 
of big business, a situation which became evident by the year 1957 (41). 
Utah State University was caught up in this movement and the cost 
of the wrestling program was on the increase. The wrestling expendi-
tures at reviving of the program in 1947, following World War II, were 
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$283.03, but the 1957 wrestling expenditures were $1,106.00. Mor e 
dual meets were being held and more athletic scho larsh ips awarded t o 
members of the wrestling team (40). A wrestling r oom was construc t ed 
under the basketball spectator bleachers in the Goerge Nelson Field -
house (40). 
The Utah State Universit y wrestling s quad was to have a very suc-
cessfu l season . Six r eturning l ettermen led the Aggie varsity mat team 
to a four win and one loss dual meet record. The Utah State grapple r s 
claimed two dual meet victories over both Brigham Young University and 
the Unive rsity of Utah . Their only dual meet loss came at the hands 
of the Universi t y of Wyoming wres tling team in a dual meet held at 
Rock Springs , Wyoming. 
The University of Wyoming was the host for the 1957 Mountain States 
Confer ence Wrestling Championships he ld during the first week of March . 
The Aggie wrestlers turned i n a fin e performance, to win third place 
i" the tournament. This was the highest fi nis h that Utah State Univer-
s i ty had r ecorded in the conference wrestling championships i n the 
history of affiliation with the conference. The two strong >~res tling 
schoo l s, th e Unive r s it y of Wyoming and Color ado A. & M., finished in 
the top two positions at the t ournament. 
1957-1958 
George Nelson led the Aggie mat team into their 37th season, in-
c luding the years from 1943 t o 1946 when no varsity 'rres tling prog ram 
was conducted at Utah State University . Nelson had been the wrestling 
coach at Utah State University f r om the s tart of the wrestling program 
in 1922 . Ne l son had, besides coaching the university wrestling team, 
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been quite a wrestler in the professional wrestling circuit. He had 
launched his professional wrestling career in 1911 and estimated that 
he participated in over 1,000 wrestling contests. He wrestled his last 
match at the age of 43 in 1934 (36) . 
The dual meet season was opened by the Aggie mat squad on January 
28 when the Utah State University wrestling team narrowly defeated 
Brigham Young University 16 to 14 . The University of Utah was the next 
mat victim of the Aggie wrestlers, losing in a dual meet at Salt Lake 
City on February 4, 1958. Later in the season both the University of 
Utah and Brigham Young University defeated Utah State University in 
return dual meets. The Aggie wrestlers won dual meets f rom Ricks 
College and Montana State College to close their 1958 dual meet season. 
The Mountain States Conference Wrestling Championships were held 
at Provo . The University of Wyoming retained the conference mat crown 
for the eighth year in succession (20). Utah State University placed 
fifth at the conference tourney and placed 27th at the N.C.A.A. Champ-
ionships held at the University of Wyoming. 
This was the first year since Utah State University had been a 
member of the Mountain States Conference that Nelson had any aid in 
coaching the varsity wrestling team. This season Nolan "Red" Burnett, 
who had wrestled on the Utah State University team in 1949, returned to 
work on his Master 1 s Degree and be the assistant wrestling mentor. 
1958-1959 
George Nelson was in his 38th year at Utah State University and 
this year was the last for Nelson at the helm of the varsity wrestling 
program. At the age of 68, the Grand Old Man of Wrestling at Utah State 
University was going into retirement. 
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Utah State University entered into the 1959 wrestling season facing 
the most extensive dual meet schedu l e in the history of int erc oll eg iate 
wrestling at the university. The Aggie mat t eam was to engage five 
collegiate wrestling teams in nine dual meets. The Utah State Un iver -
sity grapplers won dual meets against Brigham Young University and Adams 
State College, but lost to Brigham Young Univer sity and tied with Adams 
State College in return dual meets. The Montana State College wrestling 
t e am defeated the Utah State mat squad in a dual meet at Bozeman, 
Montana. Colorado University and the University of \~yarning both claimed 
two dual meet victories over the Utah State University wrestlers. 
Colorado State University , formally Co lorado A. & M., was the host 
institution for the 1959 Mountain States Conference Wrestling Champion-
ships on March l3 and 14 (36). The University of Wyoming won the 
conference mat crown fo llowed by Colorado State University, and the 
University of Utah. Utah State University placed fourth and Bob Stenke 
won the heavyweight division championship t o claim the first conference 
individual championship that Utah State University had won in their 
affiliation in the conference. 
Nolan 11 Red 11 Burnett was the assistant wres tling coach this season . 
His staff position was head trainer and physical education instructor. 
1959-1960 
The intercollegiate wrestling program was now under new leadership. 
Nolan "Red" Burnett, who had been the assistant wrestling coach for the 
past two seasons, declined the head coaching position . Harlan Swanson, 
who had been a three-time conference wrestling champion at Colorado 
A. & M., was appointed to the coaching position left vacant by the 
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retiring George Nelson. This young man from Worland, Wyoming , returned 
to col l ege to continue graduate work on an advanced degree . 
Swanson expanded the dual meet schedule to twelve dual meets 
against nine opponent institutions . This was a very ambitious sche -
dule for a team having only three r et urn i ng l e ttermen, none of whom had 
had a particularly strong previous season (37) . The Utah State Univer-
sity wres tlers had a long , tough dual meet season, losing twelve meets, 
including two down-to - the-wire contests with Ricks College and the Uni-
versity of Co lorado. The Aggie grapplers l ost dual meets to th e Uni -
versity of Utah , Montana State College , Brigham Young Universi t y , Western 
State Co llege, Mesa Junior College, and Adams State College. 
The 1960 Mountain Sta t es Conference Wrestling Championships wer e 
held at Salt Lake City on Mar c h ll and 12. The Utah Stat e University 
wrest ling team finished seventh in th e t ou rnament to claim las t place 
in th e conference standings . This was the second season in th e history 
of the Utah State University membership in the conference that th e 
wrestling t eam had been in th e conference cellar position, t he o ther 
last place finish being in the 1950 season (20) . 
1960 - 1961 
A new coach assumed the l eadership position of the varsity wres t-
ling program this year. Harlan S«anson accepted the trrestling coach 
pos ition at Montana University and vacated the Utah Stat e University 
coaching po sition he had he ld for one year. A forme r Utah State 
Unive rsit y ath lete, Frank Williams, who had played professional football 
and coached successfull y at the high school level in Montana after 
graduating from Utah State University in 1948, joined the footba ll 
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coaching staff of head football coach, John Ralston . Williams, besides 
coaching the freshmen foo tball team, t oo k over the coaching duties of 
the wrest ling and baseball programs. 
Coach Williams reduced the dual meet schedule of the Utah State 
UniversiLy varsity wrestling team to seven mee ts with five co lleg iate 
opponents. Williams began an all-out recruitment program in an effort 
t o put the inte rc ollegia t e wrest ling program at Utah Stat e Universit y 
once more on a competitive basis (40). More athle tic scholarships were 
granted to the wrestling team members than had been given in the past 
seasons. The Utah State University wrest ling program , und er Williams' 
direction, began to incorpor a t e the modern emerging concept of recruit-
ment and scholarship awards to a much greater degree than had been 
present under the dir ection of the past two wrestl ing coaches, Nelson 
and Swanson (15) . 
The Utah State University wrestling team fought gamely through a 
long season, winning no dual meets, claiming one dual mee t tie with the 
College of Southern Utah, and being de fea ted in dual mee t s by Brigham 
Young Universi ty, the University of Utah, Wes tern State College, and 
Montana State University . 
Th e Univers ity of Wyoming was the host institution for the 1961 
Mountain States Confere nc e Wre stling Championships, he ld t he second 
week in March . The young Aggie mat team placed l ast in the tournament, 
won by the University of Wyoming. 
1961- 1962 
Coach Frank \Villiams gaine d an assistant coach in the Hr estling 
program this season. Tom Ramage, Hho had played football and wrestled 
at Utah State Univer sity in 1955, 1956, and 1957, accepted a Gradua t e 
Assistantship at the university and assisted Wi lliams in coaching 
wrestling and freshmen football. 
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Ramage, as did Williams, held to a more progressive approach toward 
the wr es tling team than had been advanced in the past seasons ( 28). 
Recruitment and athletic scholarships were increased in the wrestling 
phase of t he intercollegiate athle tic program at Utah State University 
as the coaches mot i vated the Athletic Director t o increase the wrestling 
budget (40). 
The dual meet schedule was increased to 11 dual meets with 11 
col l egiate opponen ts. This was the largest number of different insti-
tutions that the Utah State University wrest ling squad had engaged in 
dua l mee t s in a single season . 
The Utah State University wrestling team lost nine dual meets and 
won two this season. The dual meet vic t ory ove r Washington Stat e Uni-
versity on Febr uary 6, broke a 29-meet l os ing s treak fo r the Aggi e mat 
team (36). 
Logan was the location of the last Mountain States Confe r e nce 
Wres tling Championships. These were he ld on March 9 and 10. The Utah 
State Univers ity athletic department purchased a new 36-foot- by-36-foot 
e ns olite mat partly in pre paration for this tournament. The University 
of Wyoming won the conferenc e wrestling champ ionship and Utah State 
Uni ve r sity finis hed in seventh place t o close its 1962 wrestling 
season . 
INTERCOLLEGI ATE WRESTLING AT UTAH STATE 
UNIVERSITY FROM 1962 TO THE PRESENT 
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The Mountain States Athletic Conference had been dissolved at the 
conclusion of the 1962 school year and Utah State University had not 
been offered membership in the newly formed Wes tern Athletic Conference. 
This action placed Utah State University in the situation of being an 
independent institution; that is, not a member of any collegiate athle-
tic conference in regards t o their intercollegiate athletic program. 
A newly formed organization, titled the Mountain Independent Wrestling 
Association, was the group that the Utah State University wrestling 
team chos e to be affiliated with. The intercollegiate wrestling 
pro gram at Utah State University has maintained membership in this 
association to the present year. 
1962-1963 
Due to a series of rapid changes, Tom Ramage was named head 
wrestling coach midway in the school year . John Ralston, Head Football 
Coach at Utah State University, at the close of the 1962 football sea-
son, was accepted as the head football mentor at Stanford University . 
Frank Wil liams terminated his employment at Utah State University at the 
close of the 1963 winter quarter and joined Ralston's football coaching 
staff at Stanford University . Ramage moved into the athletic staff 
as assistant football coach and head wrestling coach. 
Wrestling practice was started in the midQle of November with 
seven lettermen returning to the squad. The dual meet schedule of the 
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Aggie wrestlers was expanded to 15. The Aggie mat team posted a 12 
lost and 3 won dual meet record and finished in last place at the first 
Mountain Independent Wrestling Association tournament held March 8 and 
9 at Greeley, Colorado. If, however, the varsity squad was having 
difficulty with their opponents, the freshmen wrestling squad at Utah 
StatP wR" "howing promise. The 1963 freshmen wrestling team held a 
five win and no loss dual meet record. This was an indicat ion that the 
recruitment done by \Hlliams had gained capable competitors for the 
ai ling varsity wrestling program. 
1963-1964 
Tom Ramage, head wrestling coach, opened wrestling practice at 
the close of the football season. The wrestlers that Frank Williams 
had recruited two years ago from the ranks of the graduating high school 
seniors were now college sophomores. If Williams' philosophy on re-
cruiting was sound, this should be the season that the Aggie mat team 
began to make a come-back. 
Utah State University opened its dual meet wrestling schedule 
on December 14, 1963, meeting Ricks College in a dual meet at Rexburg, 
Idaho. The Aggies were the victors, 17 to 12 . The Utah State wrest-
lers returned from the Christmas vacation to have an impress ive dual 
meet season . The Utah State mat team claimed wins over Weber State 
College, Brigham Young University, Idaho State University, Washington 
State University, and the University of Utah. The Utah State mat 
team lost one dual meet each to the University of Colorado, University 
of Utah, Montana State University, and the University of Wyoming. The 
dual season ended with the Utah State University wrestling team holding 
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a 10 won and 4 lost record. 
The second Mountain Independent Wrestling Association t ournament 
wa s held on March 13 and 14 at Gunni son, Colorado . The young Utah 
State University wrestling team met some stiff competition and fini shed 
in eighth place in the nine team tournament (36). 
Rrunage , a s had Williruns, traveled the Rocky Mountain r eg ion re-
cruiting new talent for the wres tling squad (28) . The recruitment and 
athletic scholarship program first emphasized by Frank Will iams when 
he was the wrestling coach in 1961 at Utah State University had become 
an established part of the wr es tling program by 1964 (40) . 
1964-1965 
This was Tom Ramage ' s third year as head wrestling coach at Utah 
State University. In addition to hi s duties as wrestling coach, he 
was coaching the interior linemen as a member of a six-man footbal l 
s t aff. Coach Rrunage had a strong nucleus of seven lettermen from the 
1963-1964 Aggie wrestling team returning t o the ranks t o make the out-
look (or the 1965 season bright (36). 
H. B. Hunsaker, who had been the Athl e tic Director at Utah State 
University s ince 1956 , stepped down from this position at the close of 
the 1964 school year. Frank Williruns, who had accompanied foo tball 
coach, J ohn Ralston, to Stanford University in 1963, returned to Utah 
State University in 1964 to accept the position as Athletic Director 
(13). This created a favora ble situation for the interco llegiate 
wrestling program at Utah State Univer s it y . This was the first time 
in the history of the wrestling program at Utah State University that 
a pers on directly concerned with the administration of the intercollegi-
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ate athletic department had personal experience in wrestling. 
Wrestling practice was s tarted in th e middle of November and the 
first dual meet was held on Saturday, December 12, with Weber State 
Co l lege. The Aggie grapplers won this opening dual meet, held at 
Ogden, beating Weber State College 31 to 5. On Saturday, January 9, 
1965, a strong Brigham Young University t eam defeated the Utah State 
University mat team 23 to 7 in a meet at Provo. The Aggie wrestling 
squad then gained dual meet victories over the Air Force Academy, 
Arizona State University, and Idaho State University. The Utah State 
wrestlers lost dual meets during the remainder of the season to Brigham 
Young University, Oklahoma State University, Western State College, and 
Adams State College. Dual meets with Denver University and Colorado 
University were canceled as a week of all campus events were curtailed 
following the death of lvayne Estes, an All-American basketball player 
at Utah Sta te University, who was electr ocuted in an accident following 
the Denver University and Utah State University basketball game on 
February 8, 1965, at Logan. The Utah State University wrestling team 
posted a s i x won and seven lo st dual meet season record, which 'toJas a 
fine record considering the quality of the teams that they had met during 
the season. 
The Mountain Independent Wrestling Association tournament was held 
at Bozeman, Montana. A well-balanced Adams State Coll ege team won the 
t e am title, nosing out the second place team, Colorado State College, 
by one point. Colorado State University placed third, 18 points behind 
Colorado State College and one point ahead of Utah State University, 
who finished in fourth position in the tournament . Bob Broughton, an 
All-American selection, was the only individual champion for the Aggies 
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in this year's Mountain Independent Wrestling Association tournament . 
Broughton, wrestling as a heavyweight, won the first individual title 
that had been claimed by an Aggi e wrestler since the association was 
formed in 1963. 
The University of Wyoming was the site of the 19 65 National Collegi-
ate Athletic Association Wrestling Championships he ld MRrch 25, 26, and 
27 . The Aggies entered a four-member contingent in this tournament. 
Bob Broughton placed fourth in the heavyweight class and Lenard Hansen 
won sixth place honors in the 191 pound division. These were the first 
major national place positions won by Aggie wrestlers in the history 
of the wrestling program at the university. The Uta~ State University 
wrestling team placed fifteenth at this N.C.A.A. tournament (36). 
1965-1966 
The year star ted with the intercollegiate wrestling program at 
Utah State University in a state of confusion that had existed from 
early spring of the previous year. Tom Ramage had resigned from his 
position at Utah State University at the close of the winter quarter 
in 1965 and accepted an assistant football coaching assignment at 
Weber State College . George Galli, a very successful foo tball and 
wrestling coach at the high school level in California, was named a s 
Ramage ' s replacement in the s pring quarter of 1965 . Galli remained 
in California during the summer of 1965, after his appointment to the 
coaching staff at Ut ah State Univer si t y, working at the grass roots 
level for the Aggie football recruitment program in that area. 
The situation had evolved by mid-summer to the point that Galli 
was to be an assistant football coach only and Athletic Director Frank 
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Williams was faced with the problem of who to procure as wrestling 
coach for the coming season. More accute than finding a capable wrestling 
coach was the preparation not being completed for the wrestling program 
in this period of transition. There was no recruitment of new per-
sonnel to retain a balanced and strong team. Little or no council 
about the state of the wrestling program or their place in the scholar-
ship program was given to the returning lettermen. No schedu ling of 
mee ts for the coming season was done. The groundwork for the wrestling 
program, as a member of the intercollegiate athletic department, was 
not being layed in preparation for the fast approaching season. 
The a thletic department announced in August of 1965 the appointment 
of Delwin McCrary as head wrestling coach at Utah State University. 
McCrary had been a member of the University of Wyoming wrestling squad 
and had spent the past five year s coaching wrestling and football at 
the high school level in Wyoming. He was entering Utah State University 
as a graduate student and handling the wrestling program in connection 
with a graduate assistantship from the athletic department . This was 
the second time in the history of the intercollegiate wrestling program 
at Utah State University that the leadership of the program had been 
delegated to a graduate student. The first time the program had been 
handled in such a manner, the wrestling team ran up a 29 dual meet 
losing streak and placed last in the conference wrestling championships 
for three consecutive years . 
The 13 dual meet varsity schedule was opened by the Aggie wrestling 
t eam on December 10, 1965, with Idaho State University and was held at 
Pocatello. Idaho State University won this dual meet 22 to 12. The 
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Utah State University wrestlers then won dual meets over the University 
of Montana, Colorado State University, Weber State Co llege, and the 
College of Southern Utah. The Aggie mat team was defeated in dual 
meets by the University of Utah, Washington State University, Colorado 
University, Nontana State University, Air Force Academy, and Brigham 
Young University . The Aggie wrestlers finished the dual meet season 
with a four won and nine loss record. 
The Utah State University wrestling team participated in three 
wrestling tournaments in the 1966 season . In February, the Aggie wrest -
lers placed fifth in a nine-team Arizona Invitational Wrestling Tourna -
ment held at Arizona State College . Utah State University ' s fine 191 
pound contes tant, Tom Foster, won the 191 pound division championship 
at the tournament. The Mountain Independent Wrestling Association 
tournament was held on March 3, 4, and 5 at Alamosa, Colorado. The Utah 
State wrestlers finished in fourth place at this tournament . Utah State 
University ' s 191 pounder, Tom Foster, won the 191 division individual 
championship for the only first place finish in the tourname nt by an 
Aggie contestant. A three-member contingent consisting of Tom Foster, 
Ron McBride and Don Holtry, from the Utah State University wrestling 
team was ent ered in the National Collegiate Athletic Assoc i ati on Wres t-
ling Championships held March 24, 25, and 26 at Iowa State University. 
At this national tournament, the Aggie group placed 14 t h and Tom Foster 
won third place honors in the 191 pound division . This is the highest 
nationa l tournament finish in the N. C. A.A. wrestling championships for 
any Utah State University wrestling team, as well as the highest indivi-
dual honor achieved by an Aggie wrestler. 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Statement of the probl em 
The purpos e of thi s s tudy i s t o present a historical account of 
intercollegiate wres tling at Utah State University, from the time of 
it s introduction into the athle tic program until the schoo l year of 
1966. 
Procedure and me thods of r esear c h 
The data fo r this study were gather ed through bath the parsonal 
interview and historical res earch methods . Personal interviews con-
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cerning intercollegiate wrestling at Utah State University were conduc -
t ed by th e wri t er with pres ent and past Agg ie wrestling coaches and 
athletic directors, excluding Joe Whitesides and John 0 . Roning. Pri-
mary sou rces, as far as they were complete, were reviewed at the Utah 
Stat e Unive rsity library . Tables were constructed t o give a co ncise 
account of the factual mate rials and records concerning the wrestling 
program. These tables are found in the appendix. 
Discus s i on 
Wrestling has existed as an interco ll egiate sport at Utah State 
University fo r 45 years . This f ine combative activity was directed 
by G.,orge "Doc" Nelson for the first 38 ye ars of the program . Ne lson 
i s the man who introduced wrestling int o the physical education curricu -
lum, the intercollegiate athletic program, and the intramural program 
at Utah State Universit y . 
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1921-1937. The first 16 years of intercollegiate wrestling at 
Utah State University, the institution was a member of the Rocky Moun-
tain Faculty Athletic Conference. This conference was divided into the 
eastern and western divisions. Utah State University, Brigham Young 
University, the University of Utah, and Montana State College were the 
schools that comprised the ~vestern division. The University of Wyoming, 
Colorado State Agricultural College, Colorado University, Colorado School 
of Mines, Western State College, and Colorado State College of Education 
were the schools in the eastern division. Dual meet competition was 
primarily scheduled within the divisional limits and a divisional 
tournament was held yearly. A conference tournament was held each 
season, but Utah State University attended only two conference tourna-
ments, in 1922 and 1927. During the remaining 15 seasons, the Aggie 
wrestlers did not attend the conference tournament. 
Nelson had from the start of the wrestling program in 1921 the con-
cept that the program should be based on recreational values and student 
interest. The primary sources of abl e competitors for the varsity 
wrestling team were the football team and the intramural wrestling 
program. Nelson was instrumental in both of these areas. He served 
as athletic trainer for the football team and was the organizer and 
director of the annual intramural wrestling tournament. Coach Nelson, 
who had developed this program structure, led the Aggie wres tl ers to 
an admirable record as a member team in the Kocky Mountain Faculty 
Athletic Conference. While a membe r of this conference, the Utah State 
wrestling team posted a 25 won, 10 lost dual meet record, won the 
western division tournament 4 times, and was the annual power in the 
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Rocky Mountain A.A.U. wrestling tournament. 
1938-1962. Starting in 1938 and continuing until 1962, Utah State 
University was a member of the Mountain States Athletic Conference, 
also known as the Skyline Conference. This conference consisted of the 
Universi t y of Utah, Brigham Young University, Utah State University, 
Colorado Stat e Agricultural College , University of Wyoming , Denver 
Univers ity, and Co lorado University. The conference was divided into 
a western and eas t e rn division as had been the Rocky Mountain Faculty 
Athlet ic Confer ence. Co l or ado University withdrew from the conference 
in 194 7. New Mexico Univers it y and Montana State Universi t y enter ed 
the conference in 1950. The eight remaining ins titutions affiliated 
wi th the conference until its disbandment in 1962. Divi siona l tourna-
ments we re held in the conference until 1947; conference tournaments 
were held year ly , with the exception of 1943 to 1946, when neither 
divisional or conference t ournaments were conducted. 
The athle tic director since 1918, E. L. Romney , resigned his 
position at Utah State in 1947 to accept the appointment a s commissio ne r 
of the Mountain States Athletic Con ference . Joe Whitesides was named 
the new Athletic Director at Utah State University. J ohn 0. Roning 
replaced Whitesides in 1952 when Whitesides was called into active duty 
in the United States Army. Ronin g resigned in 1955 to accept the head 
foo tball coaching position at De nver Univers ity. H. B. Hunsaker was 
appointed Athletic Director in 1956 . 
George "Doc " Nelson r e tired in 1959. The "grand old man of wres t-
ling" at Utah State had seen the wrestling program grow and deve lop under 
his ab l e lead er s hip in the 38 year s he held the position of wrestling 
coach. The university held Nelson in high es teem and had named the 
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present fieldhouse in his honor. 
A graduate student, Harlan Swanson, coached the Aggie wrestlers 
during the 1960 season. The fo llowing year he accepted a coaching 
position at Montana University. Frank Williams was appointed wrestling 
coach in 1962 and held this position during the concluding season of the 
conference. 
Growth and development of wrestling in the Mountain States Athle-
tic Conference had precipitated changes within the wrestling programs 
of the member institutions. Utah State's intramural wrestling program 
became less effective in producing wrestlers of the caliber necessary 
to have success at the varsity level. The Aggie wrestling team became 
progressively dependent upon the football program to supply capable 
compet itors. Wrestling team preliminary t eam tryouts slowly lost signi-
ficance until midway in this era it vanished from the Aggie wrestling 
program. The western division tournament was replaced by the conference 
tournament in 1949. Aggie mat teams, which had yearl y been the teams 
to beat in the western division tournament, were to accept a position 
of lesser status at the conference tournament. There were a number of 
factors invo lved in this transition, such as the trend t oward recruit-
ing, the awarding of more numerous athletic scholarships, and the 
expanded sc hedule . These were all prohibitive to the Aggie wrestling 
program which had operated on a limited financial budget . The philoso-
phy concerning the wrestling program at Utah State University was to 
have little apparent change even though four men were athletic direc-
tors during this era. 
Utah State wrestlers claimed only one individual conference champion 
in tournament competition whil e competing in the Mountain States Athletic 
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Conference. The Aggie wrestling team held a dual meet record of 55 
won , 52 lost, and never finished higher than fourth in the conference 
tournament. 
1963-1966. Utah State University has not been a member of any 
athletic conference since the Mountain States Athletic Conference was 
disbanded in 1962. It was during this era that Utah State affiliated 
with a newly formed group, the Mountain I ndependent Wrestling Associa-
tion. The school has maintained membership in this association from 
its conception in 1963 to the present year. 
Frank Williams remained as wrestling coach until the winter of 
1963; he then joined the football coaching staff at Stanford University. 
Tom Ramage, who had been the assistant wrestling coach for the two 
previous seasons, was named head wres tling coach. H. B. Hunsaker 
resigned from the position of Athletic Director in 1964 and Frank 
Williams returned to accept the post. Tom Ramage accepted a coaching 
position at ~Ieber State Co llege in 1964. Ramage had coached the Utah 
State mat team to a 15th place finish in the N.C . A.A. in his final 
season at Utah State. Bob Broughton was named an "All-American" 
wrestler at the conclusion of the 1965 season. This was the highest 
national ranking and the firs t "All-American" selec tion for the Aggie 
wrest ling team. Dehvin McCrary, a graduate student, was appointed 
wrestling coach in 1966. The Utah State mat men finis hed 14th in the 
N.C.A.A. that season. Tom Foster gained an "All-American" rating and 
became the second Aggie wrestler to gain national recognition. 
The Utah State University wrestl ing t eam, which had experienced 
limited success in the latter years of the Mountain States Athlet i c 
Conference, was to undergo changes which gave it greater stability in 
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this era. A greater number of athletic scholarships wer e por tioned t o 
the wrestling team. There was expans ion of the dual mee t schedule . 
Wrestlers of merit we r e being r ecruited for the ailing program. Indivi-
dua l Aggie wrestlers we r e gaining national s tatus for the first time 
in the his tor y of the program . A foundation r e lative to present trends 
was once again incorporated into the Utah State University wrestling 
program. The dual mee t r ecord of the Aggie mat team during this peri od 
was 23 wo n, 32 l os t . Although f inishing low in the initial M.I .W.A. 
t ou rnament, the Aggie mat team progressed until they have placed fourth 
in the 1965 and 1966 t ournaments. It i s importan t t o no te that the 
Utah State University wrestling team has finished ranked in the top 20 
t eams in the N.C.A.A. in 1965 and 1966. 
Cone lusions 
The cont ents of this study lead to the following conclusions : 
1. The intercollegiate wres tling program at Utah State University 
has shown s t eady growth and development s ince its introduction in 1922. 
2. The primary motivating forc e behind the wrestling program at 
Utah State Universi t y was Ge orge "Doc" Nelson. 
3. l<res tling, along with other sports in the intercollegiate 
athletic offering, has become a complex program, involving recruitment, 
athletic scholarships, lengthened seasons, national competition, and 
e nlarged facilities. 
4. The trend toward incre asingly bette r competition has lead to 
a complex process of selecting t eam members. 
5 . Ut ah State University ' s wrestling team has in the past two 
years gai ned national recognition. 
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Table 2. In terco llegiate wrest ling t eam season results, years 1921-
1966, inclusive 
Year 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927 - 1928 
Dual matches 
Ut ah State 22 
College of Idaho 14 
Won l Lost 0 
Utah State 8 
College of Idaho 8 
Wo n 1 Lost 0 
Utah State 11 
Co l lege of Idaho 5 
Won l Lost 0 
Utah State 10 
College of Idaho 9 
Won 1 Lost 0 
Utah State 21 
u. of U. 9 
Utah State 12 
Co llege of Idaho 8 
Won 2 Los t 0 
Utah St ate 5/6a 
College of Idaho 15/16a 
Utah Sta t e 12 
U. of U. 16 
Won 0 Lost 2 
Tournaments 
Rocky Mountain 
Conference. 
u.s.A.C. & Univ . 
of Wyo. tie fo r 
l st. 
State Championships . 
B. Y.U. 12 pts . 
u. s.A.C . 10/11 pts.a 
U. of U. 8 ts . 
State Championships. 
B. Y. U. 12 pts . 
U.S.A.C , 9 pts . 
. U. of .U . 9 pts . 
State Champ i onships. 
U. S.A.C. 17 pt s. 
B. Y. U. 10 pt s. 
U. of U. 3 pts . 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Confer ence . 
U.S . A. C, 14~ pts. 
B.Y.U. 9 ~ pts. 
M. S.C . 3 pt s. 
U. of U. 0 pt s . 
Wes t ern Di vision of 
t he Rocky Moun t ain 
Confer ence . 
u.s .A. c . 27 pts. 
B. Y. U. 18 pts . 
U. of U. 12 pts . 
M. s.c. 3 pts. 
Wes t e rn Division of 
t he Rocky Mounta i n 
Confere nce. 
U. S. A. C. 28 pt s . 
B. Y. U. 14 pts . 
u . of U. 24 pts . 
M.S . C. 8 pts . 
I nte rmo untain A. A.U . 
u.s.A.c. 1s t lace 
Table 2. Continued 
Year 
1928-1929 
1929-1 930 
1930-1 931 
1931-1932 
Dual matches 
Utah State 8 
Co llege of Idaho 18 
Utah State 8/6a 
U. of U. 19 
Utah State 18 
Univ. of Idaho 
(So. Branch) 16 
Won l Lost 2 
Utah State 21 
B.Y.U. ll 
Utah State 27 
Univ. of Idaho 
(So. Branch) 4 
Utah State 17 
Univ . of Utah 15 
Won 3 Lost 0 
Utah State 16 
B. Y.U. 16 
Utah State 2l/22a 
U. of U . ll/l3a 
Won l Tied l Lost 0 
Utah State ll 
B. Y.U. 25/23a 
Utah State 10 
U . of U . 20 
Won 0 Lost 2 
Tournaments 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. 
U. of U. 27 pts. 
M.S.C. 25 pt s. 
u.s .A.c. 19 pts. 
B.Y.U. 8 pts. 
Inter mountain A. A. U. 
U.S . A.C. lst place 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference . 
U. of U. 28 pts . 
B.Y.U. 21 pt s. 
M.S.C. 19~ pts . 
U.S.A . C. 19 pts . 
Wes t ern Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. 
B.Y. U. 
u.s . A.c . 
U. of U. 
M.S. C. 
32 pts . 
22 pts. 
22 pt s. 
14 pts. 
Intermountain A.A.U. 
U.S . A.C . l s t pl ace 
Western Divi s ion of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Confer e nce . 
B. Y. U. 29 pts. 
U. of U. 27 pts. 
U.S.A. C. 20 pts. 
M.S.C. 8 pts . 
In termountain A.A. U. 
U. S.A. C. lst place 
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Tabl e 2. Continued 
Year 
1932-1933 
1933-1934 
1934-1935 
1935-1936 
Dual matches 
Utah State 26 
B.Y.U. 28 
Utah State 16 
U . of U. 12 
Won 1 Lost 
Utah State 23 
B. Y.U. 15 
Utah State 121.; 
U. of U. 131:; 
Won 1 Lost 1 
Utah State 171:; 
Univ. of Utah 141:; 
Utah State 23 
B.Y.U. 13 
Utah State 34 
Univ. of Idaho (S o. Branch) 0 
Utah State 20 
Univ. of Calif. 14 
Won 4 Lost 0 
Utah State 111:; 
U. of U. 181:; 
Utah State 28 
B. Y.U. 8 
Utah State 28 
San Jose State College 6 
Utah State 0 
Univ. of Calif. 24 
Utah State 43 
San Jos e State College 3 
Won 3 Lost 2 
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Tournaments 
Western Division of the 
Rocky Mountain Confer. 
B.Y . U. 30 pts. 
U. of U. 20 pts. 
M.S.C. 19 pts. 
U.S.A.C. 15 pts. 
Western Division of th e 
Rocky Mountain Confer. 
U. of U. 26 pts . 
B.Y.U . 24 pts. 
U.S . A.C . 21 pts. 
M.S.C. 18 pts. 
Western Divis ion of the 
Rocky Mountain Confer. 
U. of U. 31 pts . 
U.S.A.C. 26 pts. 
M.S.C. 18 pt s . 
B.Y.U. 10 pts. 
Wes tern Div i sion of the 
Rocky Mountain Confer. 
U. of U. 35 pts. 
U.S.A . C. 25 pts. 
B.Y.U. 23 pts. 
M.S.C . 0 pts. 
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Table 2 . Continued 
Dual matches Year Tournaments 
Utah State 43 1936-1937 Western Division of 
1937 -1938 
1938-1939 
Weber College 0 
Utah State 27~ 
B.Y.U. 6~ 
Utah State 40 
Weber College 5 
Utah State 24 
Univ. of Utah 8 
Utah State 35 
Univ. of Calif . 
l<on 5 Lost 0 
Utah State 16 
B.Y.U. 14 
Utah State 26 
Univ. of Utah 8 
Won 2 Lost 0 
Utah State 27~ 
Deseret Gym 8 
Utah State 18~ 
Deseret Gym 11~ 
Utah Stat e 31 
B. Y.U. 3 
Utah State 18~ 
Univ . of Utah 9~ 
Won 4 Lost 0 
5 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference 
U. of U. 31 pts. 
u.s.A.C. 25 pts . 
B. Y.U. 18 pts. 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference 
U.S.A.C. 
B.Y.U. 
U. of U. 
31 pts. 
30 pts. 
27 pts. 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference . 
U. of U. 34 pts. 
U.S.A. C. 33/34 pts.a 
B.Y. U. 22/23 pts . a 
Table 2. Continued 
Year 
1939- 1940 
1940-1941 
1941-1 942 
1942-1943 
Dual matches 
Utah State 14/17a 
B.Y.U. 9/12a 
Utah Stat e 18/24a 
Univ. of Utah 6/13!,a 
Won 2 Lost 0 
Utah State 18 
Univ . of Utah 6 
Utah State 17 
B.Y.U. 9 
Won 2 Lost 0 
Utah State 21 
Univ. of Utah 6/9a 
Utah State 15 
Deseret Gym 5 
Utah State 27!z 
Deseret Gym 5!z 
Utah State 21 
B.Y.U. 6/9a 
Won 4 Lost 0 
Utah State 21 
Univ. of Utah 9 
Utah State 26 
B.Y . U. 8 
Won 2 Lost 0 
Tournaments 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. 
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B.Y.U . 34/35 pts . a 
U. of U. 29 pts. 
U.S.A.C. 26 pts. 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. 
U.S.A.C . 37 pts. 
U. of U. 24 pts. 
B.Y.U. 20 pts. 
Western Division of 
the Rocky Mountain 
Conference . 
B.Y.U. 32 pts. 
U.S . A.C. 28 pts. 
U. of U. 24 pts. 
No tournaments this 
year in Rocky Mountain 
area . 
Table 2. Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1943-1944 No team--World War II 
1944-1945 No team--World War II 
1945-1946 No team--World War II 
1946- 1947 Utah State 21 
Univ. of Utah 8 
Utah State 35 
B.Y.U. 2 
Utah State 23 
Deseret Gym 6 
Won 3 Lost 0 
1947-1948 Utah State 14 
Deseret Gym 14 
Utah State 33 
Univ. of Utah 3 
Utah State 24 
B.Y.U. 7 
Won 2 Tied 1 Lost 0 
1948-1949 Utah State 25 
Univ. of Utah 8 
Utah State 6 
Univ. of Wyo. 20 
Utah State 24 
B.Y.U. 8 
Won 2 Lost 
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Tournaments 
Western Division of the 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S .A.C. 35 pts. 
U. of U. 29 pt s. 
B.Y.U. 23 pts. 
Mountain States Confer. 
Utah State 4th place 
Western Division of the 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.A.C. 35 pts. 
U. of U. 29 pts. 
B.Y.U. 20 pts. 
Western Division of the 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.A.C. 36 pts. 
U. of U. 27 pts. 
B.Y.U. 20 pts. 
Mountain States Confer. 
Utah State 3rd place 
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Table 2. Continued 
Dual matches Year Tournaments 
Utah State 28 1949-1950 Mountain States Confer. 
B.Y.U. 6 
Utah State 24 
Colorado State 
College of Educ . 
Utah State 2 
Univ. of Wyo. 28 
Utah State 0 
Colo. Univ . 29 
Utah State 15 
Univ. of Utah 16 
Won 2 Lost 3 
1950- 1951 Utah State 3 
Colorado State 
College of Educ. 
Utah State 13 
Univ. of Utah 17 
Utah State 21 
B.Y.U. 11 
Utah State 16 
B.Y.U. 14 
Won 2 Lost 2 
1951-1952 Utah State 22 
M. S. C. 5 
Utah State 17 
Univ. of Utah 12 
Utah State 19~ 
Univ. of Utah lOj 
3 
33 
U.S.A . C. 7th place, 
last in the tourney 
Western Division Mountain 
States Conference 
U. of U. 31 pts. 
u.s.A.C . 30 pts. 
B.Y.U. 24 pts . 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.A.C. 5th place 
Moun t ain States Confer . 
U. S. A. C. 5th place 
Table 2 . Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1951-1952 (continued) 
1952-1953 
Utah State 20 
B. Y. U. 6 
Utah State 17 
B. Y.U. 15 
Won 5 Lost 0 
Utah Stat e 18 
B. Y. U. 18 
Utah State 11 
B.Y.U. 23 
Utah State 
Univ. of Wyo. 
Utah Stat e 9 
Univ. of Utah 
Utah State 11 
Univ. of Utah 
33 
20 
25 
Won 1 Tied Lost 
1953-1954 Utah State 5 
B.Y.U. 27 
Utah State 22 
Univ . of Utah 8 
Utah State 26 
M.S.C . 10 
Utah State 13 
B. Y.U. 19 
Utah State 16 
Univ. of Utah 14 
\~on 3 Lost 2 
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Tournaments 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.A . C. 5th place 
4 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.A . C. 5th place 
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Table 2. Continued 
Dual matches Ye ar Tournaments 
Utah State 15 1954- 1955 Mountain States Confer . 
B.Y . U. 16 U.S.A.C. 5th place 
Utah Stat e 32 
Univ. of Utah 3 
Utah State 5 
Colo . A. & M. 23 
Utah State 35 
Univ. of Utah 3 
Utah State ove r 
M. S. c.b 
Utah State 
Univ. of Hyo. 28 
Hon 3 Lost 3 
Utah State 22 1955-1956 Mountain States Confer . 
B.Y.U. 6 U.S . A.C. 4th place 
Utah State 28 
Univ. of Utah 12 
Utah State 26 
Univ.of Utah 8 
Utah State 7 
Univ. of Hyo. 20 
Han 4 Lost 
Utah State 27 1956-1957 Mountain States Confer. 
B.Y.U. 3 U.S.A.C . 3rd place 
Utah State 24 
Univ. of Utah 10 
Utah State 20 
B. Y.U. 8 
Utah State 18 
Univ . of Utah 15 
Table 2 . Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1956-1957 (cant inued) 
Utah State 9 
Univ. of Wyo. 
Won 4 Lost 
1957-1958 Utah State 16 
B.Y.U. 14 
Utah State 19 
Univ. of Utah 
Utah State 24 
M.S.C. 5 
Utah State ll 
B.Y.U . 17 
Utah State 28 
Ricks College 
Utah State l3 
Univ. of Utah 
Won 4 Lost 
1958- 1959 Utah State 15 
M.S.U. 21 
Utah State 19 
B.Y.U. 17 
Utah State 0 
Colo. Univ. 28 
Utah State 16 
Adams State 16 
Utah State 6 
Univ. of Utah 
15 
l3 
8 
15 
22 
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Tournaments 
Mountain States Confer. 
U.S.U. 5th place 
N.C . A.A. Wrestling 
Championships 
u.s.u. 27th place 
Mountain States Confer . 
U.S.U. 3rd place 
Table 2. Continued 
Year 
1958-1959 
1959- 1960 
Dual matches 
(continued) 
Utah State 0 
Colo. State College 32 
Utah State 5 
Univ . of Utah 26 
Utah State 13 
B.Y.U. 20 
Utah State 18 
Adams College ll 
Hon 2 Tied Lost 6 
Utah State 5 
M.s.u. 33 
Utah State 16 
Ricks College 
Utah State 8 
B.Y . U. 22/28a 
Utah State 13 
Co l o . Univ. 15 
Utah State 0 
Univ. of Utah 
Utah State 0 
Western State 
Utah State 0 
Univ. of Utah 
Utah State 8 
Adams State 22 
Utah State 0 
18 
28 
College 
36 
Mesa Junior College 34 
Utah State 8 
Ricks Colle e 23 
30 
91 
Tournaments 
Mountain States Confer . 
u.s.u. 7th place, 
last place in confer. 
tourney. 
Table 2. Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1959-1960 (continued) 
Utah State 10 
B.Y.U, 23 
Ut ah State 8 
M.S.U, 23 
Won 0 Lost 12 
1960-1961 Utah State 0 
Western State College 34 
Utah State 3 
M.S.U. 34 
Utah State 10 
M,S.U, 33 
Utah State 0 
Univ. of Utah 39 
Utah State 18 
College of So. Utah 18 
Utah State o;sa 
Univ. of Utah 33/34a 
Utah Stat e ll 
B.Y . U. 24 
lo/on 0 Tied l Lost 6 
1961-1962 Utah State l3 
Mesa Jr. College 21 
Utah State 16 
Denve r Univ. 24 
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Tour naments 
Mountain States Confer . 
U. S . U. 7th place , 
last place in confer. 
t ourney. 
Mountain States Confer . 
U.S.U. 7th place, 
last pl ace in confer . 
tourney. 
Table 2 . Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1961-1962 (continued) 
1962-1963 
Utah State 6 
Co lo. State College 22 
Utah State 14 
B.Y . U. 22 
Utah State 0 
Wes tern State College 32 
Utah State 13 
Univ . of Utah 26 
Utah State 13 
Ricks College 16 
Utah State 25 
Col l ege of So . Utah 8 
Utah State 9 
M.S.U. 24 
Utah State 13 
North Dakota State 21 
Utah State 16 
Washington State 11 
Won 2 Lost 9 
Utah State 8 
Mesa College 22 
Utah State 13 
Denver Univ . 16 
Utah Stat e 5 
Ai r Force Acad emy 28 
Utah State 16 
Mesa Colle e 14 
Tournaments 
Mountain Independent 
Wr estling Assoc . 
U.S . U. 9th place, 
last place in 
tourney . 
93 
Table 2. Continued 
Year Dual matches 
1962-1963 (continued) 
1963-1964 
Utah State 6 
B.Y.U. 25 
Utah State 23 
Ricks College 8 
Utah State 33 
M.S. U. 49 
Utah State 33 
Nor t h Dakota State 29 
Utah State 21 
Ricks College 11 
Utah State 0 
Univ . of Wyo. 39 
Utah State 0 
Western State College 39 
Utah State 3 
M.S.U. 32 
Utah State 6 
Adams State 24 
Utah State 5 
B.Y.U. 30 
Utah State 2 
Univ. of Utah 32 
Won 3 Lost 12 
Utah State 17 
Ricks College 12 
Utah State 34 
\-Ieber College 0 
Utah State 11 
Un i v . of Utah 21 
Utah State 16 
B.Y. U. 14 
Tournaments 
Mountain Inde pendent 
Wrestling Assoc. 
u.s.u. 8th place, 
9 teams in the 
tourne y . 
94 
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Table 2. Continued 
Year Dual matche s Tournaments 
1963- 1964 (continued) 
Utah State 17 
Ricks College 9 
Utah State 29 
Weber College 5 
Utah State 22 
Idaho State 6 
Utah State 20 
Wash ington State 6 
Utah State 2 
Univ . of Wyo . 29 
Utah State 12 
Univ. of Co lo. 16 
Utah State 24 
Idaho State 8 
Utah State 9 
N. s.u . 17 
Utah State 16 
Univ. of Utah 13 
Utah State 19 
B.Y.U. 9 
Won 10 Lost 4 
1964-19 65 Utah State 31 Nountain Inde pen dent 
Weber College 5 Wrestling Ass oc. 
u.s.u. 4th pla ce 
Utah Sta t e 
B.Y.U. 23 
N.C.A.A . Wrest l ing 
Utah Stat e 22 Championships. 
Air Force Academy 5 u.s.u. 15 th place . 
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Table 2 . Continued 
Year Dual ma tches Tournaments 
1964-1965 (continued) 
Utah State 10 
Univ. of Utah 22 
Utah State 0 
Okla. State 26 
Utah State 18 
Arizona State Univ . 12 
Utah State 14 
\-les tern State College 16 
Utah Stat e 10 
Adams State 16 
Utah State 20 
Idaho State 9 
Utah State 29 
Weber State 8 
Utah State 8 
B. Y.U. 21 
Utah State 20 
Weber State 9 
Utah State 11 
Univ. of Utah 14 
Won 6 Lost 
1965-1966 Utah State 12 Mountain Independent 
Idaho State 22 Wrestling Assoc. 
u.s.u. 4th place. 
Utah Stat e 10 
M. S.U. 27 N.C.A.A. Wrestling 
Championships. 
u.s .u. 14th place . 
Utah State 36 
Montana Univ. 3 Arizona State Invitat. 
Wrestling Tourney. 
Utah State 13 u.s.u . 5th place. 
Univ. of Utah 25 
Table 2. Continued 
Year Dual matches Tournaments 
1965-1966 (continued) 
Utah State 10 
Colo . Univ. 23 
Utah State 22 
Colo . State Univ . 21 
Utah State 16 
Air Force Academy 21 
Utah State 8 
B.Y.U. 29 
Utah State 34 
Weber State College 3 
Utah State 13 
Univ. of Utah 19 
Utah State 14 
Idaho State 19 
Utah Stat e 12 
lo/ashington State 21 
Utah State 35 
Col l ege of So . Utah 0 
Won 4 Lost 9 
aschools show different scores on official records. 
bNo score available on match. 
Notes: Key to abbreviations used in the table: 
U. of U. Universi t y of Utah 
B. Y.U . Brigham Young Univers it y 
U. S.A . C. Utah State Agricultural Col l ege 
(later changed to Utah St ate University) 
M.S . C. Montana State College 
(later changed to Montana State Univ.) 
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Colo. A. 
& M. Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College 
( later changed to Colorado State Univ.) 
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Table 3. Utah State University financing of the intercoll eg iate 
wrestling program, 1921-1957, inclusive 
Amount of SUJ2J20rt 
Year Rece iJ2tS Ex2end itures 
1921-1922 $200.00 289.00 
1922 -1923 none 111.54 
1923-1924 200.00 278. 98 
1924-1925 73.75 253 . 68 
1925-1926 201.06 336.95 
1926-1927 221.25 616.06 
1927-1928 96 . 75 463 .48 
1928-1929 390.80 522.64 
1929-1930 9.50 334 . 04 
1930-1931 69 .66 350.77 
1931-1932 none available none available 
1932-1 933 none available none available 
1933- 1934 17.75 173.15 
1934-1935 82 . 30 326 . 29 
1935-1936 106 . 30 525.01 
1936-1937 11.50 356 . 85 
1937-1938 6.75 139.10 
1938- 1939 none 149 . 7 5 
1939-1940 3 . 50 139 . 38 
1940-1941 12 .00 111.04 
Table 3 . Continued 
Year 
1941-1942 
1942-1943 
1943-1944 
1944- 1945 
1945-1946 
1946- 1947 
1947- 1948 
1948-1949 
1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1951-1952 
1952-1953 
1953-1954 
1954-1955 
1955 -195 6 
1956-1957 
Amount of support 
Recei pts 
5 .15 
none 
No program--World War II 
No program--Wo rld War II 
No program- -World War II 
none 
359.46 
68.60 
313 . 50 
142.05 
none 
164 . 50 
none 
308 . 15 
261.7 5 
163.25 
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Expenditures 
$ 182 . 15 
99.51 
283.03 
691.93 
761.39 
1180.80 
1134 . 36 
524.80 
851.74 
854.95 
1066 . 45 
951.22 
1106 . 00 
Table 4. Utah State University financing of the intercollegiate 
wrestling program, 1958-1959, inclusivea 
Amount of SUEEOrt 
Year Expenditures 
1957-1958 $1 ,661.34 
1958-1959 1,935.58 
1959- 1960 1,193.01 
1960-1961 1,418.38 
1961- 1962 5,230.97 
1962-1963 3,764.23 
1963-1964 2,488.19 
1964-1965 2,283.00 
1965- 1966 4,360.68 
aA new system of bookkeeping was initiated in the school year 1957 
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and only the cost of the pro gram was recorded in the yearly financial 
records. 
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Table 5 . Utah State University intercollegiate wrestling t eam con-
ference placement, 1921-1966, inclusive 
Year Conference Placement 
1921-1922 Rocky Mountain Conference 1st, tie 
\oJith Uni v. 
of Wyo. 
1922-1923 State Tournarnen t 2nd place 
1923-1924 State Tournament 2nd place 
1924-1925 State Tournament lst place 
1925-1926 \.J'estern Division of lst place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1926-1927 "!estern Division of l st place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1927-1928 Western Division of lst place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1928-1929 Western Division of 3rd place 
Rocky Mounta in Conference 
1929-1930 Western Division of 4th place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1930-1931 Western Division of 2nd place 
Rocky Mountain Confe rence 
1931- 1932 Western Divisi on of 3rd place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1932-1933 Western Division of 4th place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1933-1934 Western Division of 3rd place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1934-1935 Western Division of 2nd place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1935-1936 !<estern Division of 2nd place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
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Table 5 . Continued 
Year Conference Placement 
1936-1937 We stern Divi sion of 2nd place 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
1937-1938 Western Division of ls t place 
Mountain States Conference 
1938-1939 Western Divi sion of 2nd place 
Mountain States Conference 
1939-1940 We s t ern Divisi on of 3rd place 
Mounta in States Conference 
1940-1941 Western Division of lst place 
Mountain States Conference 
1941-1942 lolestern Division of 2nd place 
Mount ain States Conference 
1942-1943 None- -World War II 
1943-1944 None--World War II 
1944-1945 None--World War II 
1945-1946 None--\olorld War II 
1946-1947 Wes t er n Divi sion of 1st place 
Mountain States Conference 
1947-1948 Mountain States Confe rence 4th place 
1948-1949 Western Division of ls t place 
Mountain States Con fer ence 
Mountain State s Confe rence 3rd place 
1949-1950 Mountain States Conference 7th place 
1950- 1951 Mountain States Conference 5th place 
1951-1952 Mountain States Conference 5th place 
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Table 5. Continued 
Ye ar Conference Placement 
1952- 1953 Mountain States Conference 5th place 
1953-1954 Mountain States Conference 5th place 
1954-1955 Mountain States Conference 5 th place 
1955-1956 Mounta in States Conference l>th place 
1956-1957 Mountain States Conference 3rd place 
1957-1 958 Mountain States Conference 5th place 
N. C.A . A. Championshi ps 27th place 
1958-1959 Mountain States Conference 4th place 
1959- 1960 Mountain States Conference 7th pl ace 
1960-1961 Mountain States Conference 7th place 
1961-1962 Mountain States Conferenc e 7th place 
1962-1963 Mountain Independent 9th place 
l<r es tling Associa t ion 
1963-1964 Mountain Independent 8th place 
Wr est ling Association 
1964 -19 65 Moun t ain Independent 4th pl ace 
Wrest ling Association 
N. C. A. A. Championships 15th place 
1965- 1966 Moun t a in Independent 4th place 
l<restling As sociation 
N.C . A.A. Championships 14th pl ace 
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Table 6. Utah State University wrestling lettermen 
192l-l922b 
0 . Haycock 
K. Harris 
J. Evans 
1923-1924 
Willard Knowles 
Toby Fife 
Victor Terry 
1925-1926 
Ivan Packer 
Frank Stevens 
R. Walker 
1927-1928 
Dean HcAllister 
George Bankhead 
Ned HcBeth 
Alfred Sparks 
1929-1 930 
Dean HcAllistera 
Ned HcBeth 
Earl Nishimoto 
Vernon Rice 
Cyril Haughan 
Bernard Nelson 
1931-1932 
Fay Thornack 
LaRue Yeates 
Vern Ricea 
Wright Noel 
Or son Gunder son 
Roland Smith 
C. W. Simpkins 
Newell Peterson 
Joseph Pratt 
Emerson Abbott 
William Walthera 
Robert Dahle 
Achton Jensen 
William Barker 
Max Cowan 
Alden Adams 
Jim Gaskill 
Park Keller 
Floyd Keller 
Glen Merrell 
1922-1923b 
K. Harris 
0. Haycock 
C. M. Horner 
1924-1925 
Marvin Kilburn 
Douglas Bergeson 
Willard Knowles 
1926-1 927 
Joseph Pratta 
Newell Peterson 
Lloyd Nuffer 
Ken Kingford 
1928-1929 
Earl Nishimoto 
Dean McAllister 
Ned HcBeth 
Edward Ward 
1930-1931 
J _ .unie Gaskill 
Dean McAllister 
Ned McBetha 
Dallis Richens 
1932-1933 
Elwood Spencer 
Ernest Keller 
Floyd Keller 
Lloyd Elder 
F. Oberhansley 
V. Terry 
Newell Peterson 
Rodney Picott 
Chester Chambers 
Bertrand Gardner 
Ivan Packer 
Gerald Packer 
William Walther 
Floyd Keller 
Bernard Nelson 
Robert Dahlea 
Wallace Rollins 
Vernon Rice 
William Barker 
Alma Bangerter 
Park Keller 
Paul Keller 
·Elmo Brady 
Table 6. Continued 
1933-1934 
Eh;ood Spencer 
LaMont Thornack 
Ray Rencher 
Golden Allen 
1935-1936 
Lloyd Eldera 
Myrl Bench 
Otis Orton 
Louis Turley 
Ray Rencher 
1937-1938 
Myrl Bencha 
DeWitt Grandy 
Rollo Larson 
1939-1940 
Robert Koike 
Rollo Larsona 
Morris Morgan 
LaMar MacKay 
David Clark 
Arthur Kay 
1941-1942 
Drue Grandy 
Gerald Palmera 
Dale Mi llera 
Dale Maughan 
Glen Jackson 
Tom Parzarnsky 
Floyd Kellera 
Louis Turley 
Lloyd Elder 
Dale Christensen 
Clinton Peterson 
Joe Buchanan 
Glen Nelson 
Dick Stevens 
David Green 
Ace Roundy 
Wendell 1\;ichell 
Burl Hermanson 
Lynn Pitcher 
Ray Larson 
Morris Johnson 
Don Hall 
LaMar MacKay 
Ed Rice 
Conrad Bertin 
Evan Memmott 
1934-1935 
Fay Thornack 
Walter Marshall 
Glen Nelson 
Lloyd Elder 
Richard Stevens 
1936-1937 
Merl Bench 
Aceal Roundy 
Louis Turley 
Joe Buchanana 
Grant Boam 
1938-1939 
Ace Roundy 
Darwin Perkins 
DeWitt Grandy 
Rollo Larson 
Elmo Jensen 
1940-1941 
Robert Koikea 
Dale Maughan 
Gerald Palmer 
J . T . Abbott 
Seth Maughan 
1942-1943 
Ted Ricea 
Russell Allen 
Charles Kelley 
LaMar Monroe 
Delbert Kidman 
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Golden Allena 
Ray Rencher 
Marsden Williams 
Elwood Spencer 
Earl Kohler 
Gerald Palmer 
Elmo Jensen 
Dick Stevens 
David Green 
Seth Maughan 
Ted Hanks 
Dean Hall 
LaMar MacKay 
Crosby Batt 
Burl Hermanson 
Dale Miller 
Darwin Bradfield 
Paul Sharp 
Frank Somsen 
Frank Williams 
Hughes Williams 
George Matkin 
Table 6. Continued 
1943-1944 
No team--World War II 
1945-1946 
No team--World War II 
1947- 1948 
Dick Seamons 
Paul Sharp 
Glen McCarty 
Harry McCarty 
Ver le Kidman 
1949-1950 
Wes Schvaneveldt 
Wayne Wadsworth 
Bill Bacon 
Howie Allr ed 
1951-1952 
Burk Jensen 
Jay Cullimore 
Kent Nelson 
Max Grunig 
1953-1954 
Noe l Schvaneveldt 
Grant Elder 
Steve Motta 
LaDell Anderson 
Eldon Palmer 
Bi 11 Shepard 
Darrell Kelley 
Frank Kirschner 
Moroni Schwab 
Wes Christensen 
Merlin Shelly 
John Thacher 
Bill Shepard 
Ralph Parkinson 
Wes Christensen 
Boyd Whitby 
Bob Stoddard 
Max Cologna 
Boyd Whitby 
Keith Dillard 
Reed Henderson 
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1944-1945 
No team--World War II 
1946-1947 
Joe Kesler 
Eldon Palmer 
Dale Maughan 
Rayman Drake 
1948-1949 
Eldon Palmer 
Merlin Shelly 
Noaln Burnett 
Sam Hirashaw 
1950-1951 
Bill Shepard 
Wayne Wadsworth 
Kent Ne lson 
Charlton Jacobs 
1952-1953 
Boyd Whitby 
Ralph Parkinson 
1954- 1955 
Noel Schvaneveld t 
LaDe ll Anderson 
Reed Henderson 
Verlc Nelson 
Harry McCarty 
Glen McCarty 
Glen McCarty 
Bill She pard 
Clifton Laney 
Moroni Schwab 
Jac~ King 
Darla Esplin 
Max Grunig 
Hank Thompson 
Steve Motta 
Max Grunig 
Max Cologna 
Keith Dillard 
Tom Ramage 
Table 6. Continued 
1955-1956 
Keith Dillarda 
Al Kubota 
Juno Uyematsu 
Ken Schiess 
Choel Widdison 
1957- 1958 
Juno Uyematsu 
Bill Morris 
Ken Schiess 
Lee Ramag e 
1959-1960 
Ray Belanger 
Byron Montgomery 
Dick Montgomery 
Byron Rasmussen 
1961-1962 
Marty Jackman 
Marlis Williamsa 
Cliff Nakatani 
Bob Pankratz 
Darrell Kunzler 
1963-1964 
Ron McBride 
Wayne Carlson 
Bob Broughton 
Darrell Murray 
Jerry Canfield 
Bill Weaver 
Tom Ramage 
Dick Shriber 
Del oy Thalman 
Al Kubota 
Dick Shriber 
John Sullivan 
Bob Stenke 
Lyle Miller 
Willard Herzog 
Elson Leavitt 
Jim Rush 
Raile Allen 
Sam King 
Bill Martin 
Steve Bankhead 
Russ Thompson 
Tom Foster 
Cliff Whitehead 
1956-1957 
Bill Weaver 
Al Kubota 
Dick Shriber 
Bob Steck 
Leon Thurgood 
1958-1 959 
LaVar Douglas 
Hy Neiderhauser 
Tom Alexander 
Bob Stenke 
1960-1961 
Terry Robinson 
LaDe ll Anderson 
Marlis Williams 
Jack Suekawa 
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Tom Ramage 
Juno Uyematsu 
Deloy Tha l man 
Lee Ramage 
Jim Marriot 
Willard Herzog 
Max Bat y 
Lee Ramage 
Roger Foul k 
Chuck Nixon 
Jay Fransen 
Demetrois Agathangelides 
1962-1963 
Darrell Kunzler 
Raile Allen 
Vic Takoa 
Garry Cadez 
1964- 1965 
Ron McBride 
Tom Foster 
Lenard Hansen 
Clint Judkins 
Kirk Dahlke 
Marlis Williams 
Bob Brought on 
Russ Thompson 
Bob Broughton 
Gary Simmons 
Eldon Miller 
Cliff Whitehead 
Wayne Carlson 
Table 6. Continued 
1965-1966 
Steve Bankhead 
Calvin Bingham 
Don Hol try 
Ron McBride 
J erry Ne lson 
Kirk Dahlke 
Leon Pack 
Dal e Sayama 
Bob Severt 
Gary Simmon s 
Tom Fos t er 
8 De no t es t eam captain. 
bNo off icia l letter awards given in th ese years . 
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